














































































































































































































 

 

 

 

 

Journal of Proceedings 

SAUK VILLAGE BOARD MEETING   

OF THE 

CORPORATE AUTHORITIES 
Tuesday, July 10, 2018 

SAUK VILLAGE MUNICIPAL CENTER 

21801 TORRENCE AVENUE SAUK VILLAGE, ILLINOIS 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Derrick Burgess called the meeting of the Corporate Authorities to order at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Pledge of 

Allegiance: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess led the constituency in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon  

Absent: None 

Staff Present:   

 

 

 

Others Present: 

Treasurer Ms. Judy Sutfin 

Engineer Mr. Jim Czarnik 

Director Mohan Rao 

 

Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

 

Chief Al Stoffregen 

Director Allen Vavrik 

 

Director Joseph Wiszowaty    

Director Kevin Weller 

 

Public Attendees:  

 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

a. Trustee Todd moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded a motion to approve Proceedings of the 

Committee of the Whole Meeting of May 15, 2018.   

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays:  None 

The Mayor declared the Motion Carried 

 

b. Trustee Todd moved and Trustee Zupon seconded a motion to approve Proceedings of the Special 

Meeting June 26, 2018. 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

The Mayor declared the Motion Carried 

 



 

 

 

 

Public Comment: 

 

L. Washington informed the Board of Trustees of the Back to School Book Bag Program with hopes of providing 

500 bags.  She provided written information on the donation processes.    She advised that she would be seeking 

two tag days. 

 

Durowade <sp> spoke of two concerns.  One, police went on her property in the middle of the night and placed 

a ticket on her car for not having a vehicle sticker.    She stated that the Circuit Court deemed it illegal.   She also 

wanted to know how to appeal the decision and asked how to be reimbursed for court costs. 

 

R. Lupian spoke of the firing of Sherry; a member of the administration who violated a resident on Facebook; 

she asked about the termination policy; and she mentioned inconsistency between church and business life.   

 

M. Escobedo discussed the actions of J. Wiszowaty; mentioned comments from campaign promises; and asked 

the Mayor what the consequences for his (Wiszowaty) actions were.  

 

K. Boetcher stated that her observations are disturbing.  She cited that the disrespect from Trustees and J. 

Wiszowaty are appalling, along with that amongst the trustees.   She stated that funds for equipment needs of 

police should be included in the budget and should not have to wait for grants. 

 

J. Cast stated that FOIAs presented May 5th and May 15th were unanswered; that she has seen FOIAs signed by 

Human Resources and that that office should not be answering requests.  She questioned HR payment on 

Accounts Payable; the hiring of this position has not offset costs as the Village is paying her and the attorney. 

 

P. Couch spoke on concerns with FOIAs and a letter sent by HR; she advised that they have been submitted to 

the Attorney General’s office for review; she asked about so few Committees and no Sauk Talk.  She questioned 

what had happened.  According to Ms. Couch the Social Media Policy has been violated and asked what would 

be done about it 

 

Z. Ayres shared response to a recent FOIA regarding job description for Economic Development. She stated that 

the current director does he have the minimum requirements of a BS Degree, field experience, knowledge and 

training, in business as required.   She stated that he lacks the knowledge to govern village policy or business.  

 

B. Hopkins thanked Director Weller for the numerous jobs he and his crew performs.  She asked if there were 

plans to hire more staff to assist them.   She asked about Accounts Payable and line items for the general fund, 

elective officials and seniors.   She asked if the Gift of the Wetlands were accompanied by any fees. 

 

H. Parker asked what is happening with arrowhead park?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reports of Officers: 

• Mayor Burgess announced the Community/Family Fest planned for July 20th at 5 p.m.  He stated that 

visitors could bring side dishes.  There would be no cost to residents.  He solicited volunteers to help 

serve, etc. 

o Mayor Burgess introduced Marcus Atkins, who submitted application to serve on the Zoning 

Board of Appeals.  He was administered the Oath of Office by Clerk Campbell-Pruitt effective July 

10, 2018. 

 

• Clerk Campbell-Pruitt provided information to the Trustees regarding the packet provided for the IML 

Conference and asked for confirmation on their intents to attend. 

 

• Engineer Jim Czarnik read and provided a written report that will be attached to certified minutes.  He 

spoke on the required notification on the Storm water program. And that the Village  needed to decide 

its participation in the survey for Time Limited Water Standards. 

 

o Mayor asked about the Osland Grant and when the contractors would start as there are no 

guarantees for extensions.   

o Trustee Brewer asked for clarifications on the water standards and where will funds come from 

to pay on the Osland Grant. 

 

• Treasurer Sutfin provided a review of the Collector’s report dated April 30, 2018.  Read into record: 

o property taxes- $306,544.76 

o other taxes - 93,335.73 

o licenses and permit- 54,588.99 

o fees and services – 141.862.25 

o grants – 44,626.53 

o interfund transfers – (38,299.79 

o misc. income – 641,387.27 

o Total $1,244.047.74  

 

 

Reports of Departments, Committees and Commissions: 

 

• Finance Director Rao reported that: 

o He completed the first and second quarter DCEO financial reports  

o The Village had collected $5,1096.53 towards J P tickets in June 2018 

o Auditors will come back in a couple of weeks.   

o Total revenue from vehicle stickers are down compared to last year 

  

 Trustee Brewer stated that requested copies of every invoice on a/p for Dr. Straughter 

and the Lapp Group.  She was informed that she had to see the Mayor when financial 

documents are requested.    Asked that documents be placed in her mailbox. 

 

• Fire Chief Stoffregen read and provided a written report for the Fire Department listing the activities and 

statistics that occurred over the last two weeks. The report will be attached to the certified minutes. 

 

 



EMA Director Vavrik mirrored reports of fire and Police where that unit assisted.  He announced the SMART 

Meeting in Steger.  Director Vavrik asked that any barricades in the street not be driven around or moved.  

 

Public Works Director Weller read and provided a written report that will be attached to the certified minutes.  

o Trustee Brewer asked him to investigate inoperable lights. She asked if potholes were repaired using 

MFT funds for temporary repairs.  She was informed that it was correct. 

 

Director Wiszowaty had no formal report but announced a Joint Meeting between the Board and the Zoning 

Board. 

 

Reports of Trustees and Standing Committees: 

Public Services Committee 

 

Trustee Brewer reiterated the June 22nd event for energy savings at Candle Light 

and the free resources provided residents. 

Comments  

o Trustee Brewer requested supporting documents for aging, invoices, 

water fund. 

o She mentioned the violation of the Social Media Ordinance as an 

employee was fired for this.  She stated that something must be done 

with the Economic Development Director.   Not a personnel matter, but 

something must be done.  Brow beat business and residents. 

Budget & Finance 

Committee 

 

Trustee Grant announced that next meeting would occur Wednesday at 7pm in 

the Rotunda to go over policies to bring before the Board soon. 

Housing and 

Intergovernmental Services 

 

Trustee Tates had no report. 

 

Ordinance Review 

Committee 

 

Trustee Todd reported that a meeting was scheduled the previous day but had 

a lack of a quorum, so it would be rescheduled. 

Comments 

o Trustee Todd stated that the Board needs to address the social media 

policy as staff cannot browbeat residents. 

o Trustee Todd reminded the Board that when Ordinance 17-009 was 

adopted, the position of Economic Development Director was to be for 

one year and was to be re-evaluated.  The contract was extended 

without input from the Board 

o Trustee Todd asked about the policy for getting invoices from the 

Finance Director.  It was confirmed that her past practice of requesting 

documents was appropriate. 

        Mayor Burgess stated that he would review the Ordinance 

identified to would get back to Trustees. 

 

  

Public Safety Committee 

 

Trustee Zupon reported that the next meeting would occurs August 1st in 

Rotunda, she asked that the Committee Meeting be canceled in support of 

National Night Out. 

Community Outreach Trustee Carter reported that they struggle with youth participation. 

 

 



Reports of Committees  

a) Senior Advisory Council Chairman, Emmett Farmer distributed   the July calendar and announced 

the next meeting for the Senior Advisory Committee.  He stated that the Casino Trip had been 

confirmed and asked for support from seniors as they needed forty people to fill the bus.  The 

Seniors are planning a Grandparents Day in the picnic area on 8/25 and that Ceramics moved to 

Fridays during the Summer.  He announced the Health Fair for Seniors.   

 

New Business 

Trustee Grant moved and Trustee Zupon seconded a motion for approval of the Accounts Payable and Payroll 

Disbursements dated for $254,668.89.   

 

Upon roll call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Motion Carried 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

Having completed the business of the day, Trustee Brewer moved, and Trustee Todd seconded a motion to 

adjourn the meeting.  Motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

          

        /s/Derrick N. Burgess, Mayor 

 

 

/s/Marva Campbell-Pruitt, Village Clerk 
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Journal of Proceedings 

 

SAUK VILLAGE BOARD MEETING  

OF THE 

CORPORATE AUTHORITIES 

 

SAUK VILLAGE MUNICIPAL CENTER 

21801 TORRENCE AVENUE  

SAUK VILLAGE, ILLINOIS                                                                                                                                

 

TUESDAY, July 24, 2018 

7:00PM 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded the motion to approve the Journal of Proceedings 

for the Committee of the Whole Committee Meeting of April 3, 2018. 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd 

Nays:  Trustee Zupon 

Absent: Trustee Tates 

Motion Carried 

 

b) Trustee Brewer moved, and Trustee Todd seconded the motion to approve the Journal of Proceedings 

for the Regular Board Meeting of April 10, 2018. 

o Comments and Corrections 

o Clarify Brewer’s vote  

o Director Rao was not present  

o Wiszowaty discussed an RFP not landscaper 

o Bullet points should be with the Engineer’s report   

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Derrick Burgess called the meeting of the Corporate Authorities to order at 7:00 

p.m. and asked for a moment of silence in memory/honor of former Mayor Peckham. 

 

Pledge of 

Allegiance: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess led the constituency in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees: Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd and Zupon 

 

Staff Present:   

 

 

 

Others in 

Attendance: 

Engineer Jim Czarnik 

Fire Chief All Stoffregen 

 

 

Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

Trustee Tates arrived at 7:08 

Director Allen Vavrik 

Director Joe Wiszowaty 

Director Kevin Weller 

Treasurer Judy Sutfin 

Finance Director Mohan 

Rao 

Public Attendees:  
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o Review the time for the Park and Recreation’s event  

 The clerk explained that there were instances where discussions are communicated under 

different points of business.  

o Mayor Burgess asked the maker of the motion to revise the motion to include the statement, 

“with the necessary corrections.” 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Absent: Trustee Tates 

Motion Carried noting the requested corrections 

 

c) Trustee Brewer moved, and Trustee Todd seconded the motion to approve the Journal of Proceedings 

for the Regular Board Meeting of April 24, 2018.   

o Comments and Corrections 

o The motion to appoint Student Officials was seconded by Trustee Grant 

o Accounts Payable was amended that night to $545,353.69. 

o Adjournment was had question marks and provided the names of the actual person who made 

the motion.  Brewer asked that the minutes note the students’ school.   Maker of the motion 

asked to rescind.  The motion was amended to approve the minutes with the necessary 

corrections It was then moved by Trustee Todd and seconded by Trustee Grant to approve the 

Journal of Proceedings with the recommended corrections. 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustee Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Tates 

Motion Carried noting the requested corrections 

 

 

d) Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded the motion to approve the Journal of Proceedings 

for the Committee of the Whole Committee Meeting of May 1, 2018 with corrections.  

o Comments and Corrections 

o  Meeting adjourned at 8:37    

o Change Public Comment for J. Glaze to include a reference to Trustee Jones and her request to 

change the number of monthly meetings. 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Todd, Zupon Brewer, Grant, Carter 

Nays: Unknown 

Indistinguishable - Trustee Tates  

Motion Carried noting the requested corrections 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

L. Washington applauded Director Rao for an outstanding job done with the Village’s financials and stated that 

he is a valued employee.  She stated that she received a denial letter for the proposed TAG Day to raise funds 

for book bags because she lacked proof of a 501 (c) 3 status that was pending.  She shared that there will be a 
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letter in the bags informing parents of the obstruction.  She stated that the Village has not planned activities for 

the students. 

 

H. Parker spoke to her: disbelief of not allowing Tag Day; surprise with the lack of the Neighborhood Watch 

Program; disappointment that the CN Rail fund payments lacked documentation and asked how they were 

approved without invoices.  She asked if the checks had cleared. 

 

P. Couch distributed an e-mail correspondence from M. Klopp forwarded from A. Straughter and asked if she is 

the FOIA Clerk, and if so, did she have training?  She stated the time sheet does not reflect or match her 

responsibilities.  Ms. Couch informed that she attended a meeting for Police and Fire Pension and found that 

Ms. Sutfin was not bonded, and asked if she should be?  Mayor Burgess stated that she is indemnified by the 

Village’s insurance company. 

 

M. Wilkerson stated the neighborhood picnic was excellent and that she met a lot of neighbors.  She 

complimented Clerk Pruitt on the E-Blasts.    Regarding the Book Bags, she asked if the Village could assist to 

bring this forward, though the 501(c) 3 was not evident.  She reported trees/bushes had not been cut at a house 

near her. 

 

M. Escobedo spoke regarding Social Media and asked why Joe had not been terminated as was Sherry.  She 

advised trustees that as treasurer she was told that she had to be bonded, and asked why not Mrs. Sutfin?   

 

J.  Harvey asked about Accounts Payable listing two bills for Comcast and the payment to ADOBE.  

 

R. Lupian apologized for bringing up religious matters.  She said that she went to the Pension Board meeting 

and that liquor licenses fees should go to the police fund to replenish funds.  She mentioned that the Director 

of Economic Development had no credentials. 

 

C. Boetcher asked about Operational Transfers and asked for the response to the question and outcome of the 

investigation. 

 

 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS  

 

• Mayor’s Report - Mayor Derrick Burgess 

o Distributed and read a Proclamation honoring the Life of Former Mayor Roger Gale Peckham and 

informed Trustees that a copy was read and given to Mrs. Peckham. 

o The sale of the parcel of land on the Northwest side of 394 - The Village officially closed on the 

property.  He presented a copy of the check to the Village in the amount of $1,343, 873.92.  The 

Mayor discussed the plan to invest ten million.  He thanked the trustees, Robinson Engineers, Cook 

County Planning Board, along with Joe Wiszowaty for his hard work to finalize the project.   

o Comprehensive Plan – The Mayor sought input from residents towards the Plan and asked for 

feedback from residents and asked them to complete a survey. He stated that the Advisory 

Committee had three meetings and invited all to attend the meeting on September 12th.   

o Community Fest - Mayor Burgess thanked all who came out for the Community Fest.  He stated that 

no tax dollars were used … All funds were donated. He distributed the list outlining all donations. He 

thanked the volunteers who assisted. 
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• Village Clerk – Ms. Marva Campbell-Pruitt  

o Provided an update on the Brick Program, stating that the laying of the bricks would take place the 

following week. 

o Facebook E-News page’s statistics were very impressive and invited others to join the page to aid in 

improving communication. 

o The E-News email system is in operation and asked others to sign up for that page. 

o 2020 Census requires volunteers. 

o Shared information about the Resource Table and announced the Candidates’ Forum to be 

sponsored by the Village. 

 

• Village Engineer – Jim Czarnik 

o Provided information on the decision not to partner with Pollution Control Board.   

o Provided information on the Cook County Grant for $200,000.00. 

o Trustee Brewer asked who the decision makers were to make the determination not to 

partner with the Board. Trustee Brewer asked the steps that the Village can take to 

prevent contamination of the water system and was told that pre-wetting roads prior to 

salting the street and calibrating the vehicles would help.  She asked for the plan in 

writing.  Regarding the Grant for 221st and Shirley, she asked about the award letter and 

was informed that there is no letter, there is a booklet that describes the projects that 

were approved and that $200,000.00 is listed in the booklet for the Village. 

 

o Trustee Grant asked where we stood with the Oslad Grant and was told that it is 

complicated as the contractor sent a letter stating they were no longer interested in the 

project.   He asked about the consequences and was told the company had ten days to 

enter a response or they would default on the bid bond that goes to the Village.   

 

o Mayor Burgess stated that attorneys must be involved, as we did not complete the 

project and It would cost the Village as we must reimburse the State.   The litigation 

would need to be borne by the Village as it was not part of the grant. The Bond is the 

funds the contractor put up.  It was for $50,000.00.  The $85,000.00 had to be paid back.  

Trustee Zupon asked if we could argue that we are in a pre-ready state as we had placed 

the site in a shovel-ready state.   Mayor reiterated that it will take 3 - 4 cycles before we 

can apply for that grant again as we were in default, though no fault of our own. 

 

• Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Judy Sutfin reported that the Annual Treasurer’s Report was completed and mailed 

to each trustee.  It had to be filed in October. However, it was presented to the clerk’s office three months 

early. The report was also published in the Newspaper according to regulations. 

o Trustee Brewer stated that they never got a response about Operational Transfers from the 

attorney as requested, and stated because other municipalities have done so, she preferred 

that we follow state statute.   She stated that it is unusual that we spent time and funds on 

the attorneys to provide information already known.   

 

o Treasurer Sutfin spoke of two separate transfer options.  She indicated that there are 

Advances Transfers between funds with intent to repay and Operation Transfers that do not 

require repayment.  There is nothing in statute that state that permit or prohibits Operational 

transfers.  She further stated that Trustees must pay back advances or develop a resolution 
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to forego repayment.   Trustee Brewer stated funds from the water fund and the Police 

Pension must be repaid and reiterated that a copy of the disposition was requested from the 

Attorney not just the Treasurer.  The Treasurer made it clear that it is not the custom of the 

Village to borrow funds from the Police or Fire Pension Funds. 

o Mayor Burgess made an attempt to clarify how funds were transferred and repaid, if needed.   

Trustee Brewer asked the Mayor for a copy of the treasurer’s indemnification from the 

insurance company. 

o Trustee Zupon called a Point of Order to continue with the meeting agenda. 

 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS  

 

• Finance & Administration – Director Mohan Rao had no report.   

o Trustee Zupon asked about Republic Services late fees noted on Accounts Payable and was told 

that the bill arrived late from the Police Department. 

o Trustee Brewer requested invoices from Straughter, Lapp, Miller and Cooper and Odelson & 

Sterk.  She stated that she was informed that Mohan could not respond to her requests for 

invoices.  Mayor Burgess responded that she (Brewer) had made the request early and why ask 

for it that night.  He mentioned that he was responding to FOIAs as the Village Clerk was no longer 

responsible for them.   

 

• Fire Department - Chief Al Stoffregen read and provided a written report for the Fire Department listing the 

activities and statistics that occurred over the past two weeks. The report will be attached to the certified 

minutes.  He further announced on Aug 7th NNO, there will be a burn House and the trailer.  There would be 

smoke detectors to distribute.     

o Trustee Zupon commented that she had a tour and is very impressed with the trailer and display 

of how folks should respond to specific scenarios. 

 

• Police Department - Chief Stoffregen read and provided a written report for the Police Department listing 

the activities and statistics that occurred over the past two weeks. They responded to four hundred fifty -

three calls. The report will be attached to the certified minutes.  He announced NNO and invited residents 

to attend to share and interact with police and fire department and neighbors.  Volunteers should call Chief 

Kowalski. 

 

• Emergency Management Agency - Director Allen Vavrik announced a few assists.  They assisted the Dept. of 

Justice with a search and the Chicago Hgts Police with a major traffic accident.  He announced his attendance 

on July 12th at a Smart Meeting, and the First Responders’ Appreciation events. 

 

• Public Works – Director Kevin Weller read and provided a written report for that department listing the 

activities and statistics that occurred over the past two weeks and the impact of the adverse weather on 

trees throughout town. The report will be attached to the certified minutes 

 

• Economic Development - Director Joseph Wiszowaty reiterated the property closings as mention by the 

Mayor.  He announced that the Village had partnered with Steger and Cook County to expand the Bike path 

and that Cook County would take the lead with both development and funding.    
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REPORTS OF TRUSTEES, STANDING COMMITTEES AND General Comments  

• Public Services Committee - Trustee Bernice Brewer had no report. 

•  Comments 

o Trustee Brewer spoke to the previous promise to review the social media ordinance and 

asked when it would be reviewed; Trustee Brewer asked that the vote on ADP be tabled as 

the presentation was not conclusive and there was no representation from the union in 

terms of impact to staff, and she needed additional information to make an informed 

decision. 

 

• Budget & Finance Committee- Trustee Grant reported that the committee met last week and went over two 

policies to be presented to the Board at the Special Committee Meeting. 

 

• Housing and Intergovernmental Relations Committee – Trustee Tates had no report. 

 

• Ordinance Review Committee – Trustee Todd had no report but stated that she was trying to schedule one for 

August.  

 

o Comments:  Trustee Todd reported that she could not use the copier.  Mayor Burgess responded 

that Proven, the company had to be called to correct it.  They sent a signal remotely to correct it.   

She then asked who was the resource to correct it?     She asked about the Standing Committee, 

Community Outreach, and stated the need to amend the ordinance for it to be a standing committee. 

 

• Public Safety Committee – Trustee Beth Zupon reported that the next meeting would be the following 

Wednesday in the Rotunda; NNO was Tuesday and that there would not be Board Meetings for two weeks.      

o Comments:  She mentioned the Plastic Bag and Plastic Caps collections through two separate 

programs for a free park bench and/or table.  With the caps, we would still have to pay a fee for a 

table or the bench.  If interested, she would provide greater information and stated that the drop off 

would be at the library. 

o She reminded people to purchase Village Stickers.   

o She asked Trustee Brewer for the State Statute on repayment of the Water fund. 

 

• Community Outreach – Trustee Ronald P. Carter III stated that he has planned another seminar from with 

hopes that others would attend and bring children.   

o Mayor Burgess mentioned that the Corn and Dog Roast notice would be forthcoming 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 

 

Senior Advisory Council – Chairman, Emmett Farmer finalized the trip for the Casino and is taking add-ons 

through Thursday.  He provided information of the cancelled Health Fair and stated that it would be 

rescheduled.  He spoke of A Senior Walk occurring five days a week at 7 a.m.  and the regular Game Night. 

 

NEW BUSINESS   

a. It was moved by Trustee Zupon and seconded by Trustee Grant to approve Accounts Payable and 

Disbursements Dated 7/24/2018 but amended to $355,440.61.  
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o Comments and Questions 

o Trustee Todd asked about the use of the credit card for flowers and advised that the former 

Beautification Committee left $548.00 to make such purchases.  She questioned the purchase of 

phone cases. She commented that at the last meeting a resident brought up the number of hours 

billed by Dr. Straughter.  Mayor Burgess stated that the Trustees voted that payment would not 

exceed 6,000.00 monthly.  and was informed that Dr. Straughter submitted bills weekly but was 

not paid weekly. 

 

o Trustee Zupon asked if Dr. Straughter could bill monthly opposed to weekly and stated that she 

would prefer monthly payments to save on expenses.   

 

o Trustee Todd stated that the Statement of Work reflects Dr. Straughter’s desire to be paid bi-

weekly.   Mayor Burgess will seek to amend the payment arrangements. 

 

o Trustee Brewer stated that the last A/P had two payments and then a memo from Mohan 

advising that Dr. Straughter forgot to submit the invoice and asked if all invoices were current for 

this period.   

 

On Roll Call the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustee Todd, Zupon, Carter, Grant, Tates 

Nays: Trustee Brewer 

Motion Carried 

 

b. The motion to Approve a Contractual Agreement with Automatic Data Processing (ADP) to Provide Payroll 

and Tax Services failed. 

Trustee Grant moved, but because it lacked a second, the  

Motion Failed 

 

Mayor Burgess asked for a Special Committee of the Whole meeting to discuss Class 8 Regulations.   He asked 

the Board their preference.    The meeting will be on the August 6th at 7p.m.  They will re-visit the discussion of 

ADP.  Mayor asked for Trustees to provide questions in advance for the ADP conversation. 

 

Adjournment 

Having completed the business of the day, Mayor Burgess called for a motion to adjourn. Trustee Brewer 

moved, and Trustee Todd seconded the motion to adjourn at 9:05 p.m.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

 

           

          /s/Derrick N. Burgess, Mayor 

 

 

/s/Marva Campbell-Pruitt, Village Clerk 
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Special Meeting of  
Village of Sauk Village 

Committee of the Whole 

Village Board of Trustees 

21801 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, Illinois 

Monday, August 6, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Burgess called the Special Committee of the Whole Meeting to order at 6:59 p.m. 

 

On Roll Call, the Following were present 

Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon. 

Others in Attendance: Director Joseph Wiszowaty, Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

 

Mayor Burgess called for a motion to recess to Executive Session to discuss litigation.  Trustee Grant 

moved and Trustee Tates seconded the motion to recess at 7:00 p.m. 

 

By Voice Vote, all Trustees approved 

 

MOTION TO RECONVENE 

The meeting reconvened at 7:48 with all Trustees present.  

 

PRESENTATIONS OF ITEMS RECOMMENDED TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA FOR ACTION AT THE NEXT REGULARLY 

SCHEDULED VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

 

 

First Communication Billing Increase 

Mr. Patrick Culp   made a return visit and provided an update of the First Communication billing as it was 

costlier than what was projected and approved by the Trustees. He stated the increase occurred since the 

company’s initial site visit at the locations and undiscovered situations were found.  There was a difference 

of cost at $77.82 monthly because of a difference in the phone count, at the police station, and the 

recording devices required by the police department, along with the systems required for the doors at the 

police station.  He reported that, though different, First Communication would absorb the difference in 

the price.   He stated that we must address and update the form with the line items.  Once that sheet was 

signed, no additional dollars would be required by the Village. No further action required. 

 

Discussion of a Resolution Supporting a Class 8 Tax Incentive 

Director Wiszowaty made a presentation in support of granting a Class 8 Property Tax Incentive for Lenny’s 

Gas N Wash to be located on the Northwest corner of Sauk Trail and I-394.  He discussed the positive 

outcomes to be noted by the construction of a 12,000 square foot fuel center at that location, citing the 

Village would realize sales tax, business tax revenue and property taxes as a result of offering the 

incentive.  He further provided details of a class 8 incentive.  He asked the Board to approve the resolution 

to be presented at the following Board Meeting. 
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o Trustee Todd asked if the other Taxing Bodies would benefit from the funds from the TIF? 

o Trustee Zupon and Dir. Wiszowaty stated that the property taxes, sales taxes and business 

license revenue would go to the Village. 

o Trustee Brewer asked about the length of time for the TIFs, and when would the residents 

benefit?  

o Mayor Burgess asked that the Resolution in support of the Class 8 Tax Incentive be an action 

item at the Board Meeting. 

 

Automatic Data Processing (ADP) 

Mayor Burgess asked Trustees if they had additional questions regarding ADP.  He stated only a few 

Trustees had asked questions as requested.  He distributed a hand-out with additional information 

pertaining to payroll cost.   

o Trustee Todd asked who developed the analysis sent and was told the Director Mohan 

completed it.  She asked what would happen to employees currently performing the task?  

She mentioned her concern as she was aware of another company who experienced 

difficulties with the company.  She asked how issues would be addressed; who was 

responsible for entering staff attendance, sick days, vacation time, etc.  What caused 

problems/errors and if it was a software issue with CIVIC?  Mayor Burgess responded that 

staff would still submit payroll based upon input from department heads. 

o Trustee Zupon asked about the previously requested, breakdown of costs between what 

Mohan presented and how much ADP projected as they did not provide those 

calculations.  She asked how it was broken down? 

o Trustee Brewer questioned the differences between the full-time and part-time staff 

calculations and if anyone addressed payroll issues with CIVIC?  Can CIVIC provide the 

same services?  She asked who would train staff? 

o Mayor Burgess explained the calculations, responded to questions and stated that 

approval to utilize ADP would be an action item at the following Board Meeting. 

 

Recommendation of the Variance to Sign Ordinance/Unified Development Code 

Mayor Burgess mentioned the meeting with the Zoning Board concerning the Sign Variance requested by 

Community Consolidated School District 168.  Zoning Board Commissioner and Chairman Charles 

Pondexter addressed the request and provided information that they had met to approve the request.  

They are awaiting knowledge the notification letter had been sent to the required residents residing 

within 250 feet of the property.  The Zoning Board recommended approval.  Mayor Burgess stated that 

this subject would be on the agenda for Board Action on the fourth Tuesday. 

 

Reviewal of the Cash Reserve Policy 

Trustee Grant stated that the Village does not have a policy on the subject.  He and Director Mohan met 

to discuss the need to establish such policy and the percentages recommended to maintain in a Cash 

Reserve in varying accounts.   He asked Trustees to review the draft he presented for discussion at the 

next Committee of the Whole Meeting. 

 

Reviewal of the Cyber Security Policy 

Trustee Grant stated that the committee worked on this policy as a result of the audit recommendations 

relative to classified information and the level of access employees would have with computer usage.  He 

asked that Trustees read through the document and provide suggestions so that the topic could be 

discussed at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting. 
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o Trustee Brewer noted that the Mayor would have approval authority and asked who would have 

the second line of approval and how would it impact Trustees’ access to information? 

o Trustee Todd asked if this policy addressed the previous policy and if it replaced the former one 

presented? 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

J. Cast stated that she did not like the response to Human Resources’ pay and that she had invoices to 

reflect that the position is being paid more than what they were told.  She stated that she was told 

the treasurer was not bonded and that she was covered by the Village’s insurance.  Per the Owen’s Group, 

they would not bond her at the required rate. 

 

Mayor Burgess stated that indemnification and bonding are the same.  

 

L. Washington spoke to employees being on social media and the Ordinance relating to employee usage 

of it.  She mentioned that the Mayor’s wife and staff were utilizing her name to create a page on Face 

Book.  She mentioned that her character was being assassinated and that her family and friends were 

impacted.  

 

P. Couch asked if the home inspector had a criminal history background check?  She mentioned the Face 

Book page and disparaging remarks made. 

 

o Mayor Burgess stated that the inspector was certified by the State. 

 

N. Griffin asked why Neighborhood Watch was disbanded and stated that it was a good program.  He 

stated that we must work together to have peace and justice.  He remarked about the results noted by 

Neighborhood Watch. 

 

M. Wilkerson spoke to an Open House planned for August 10th in Riverdale.  She requested to distribute 

literature pertaining to the event. 

 

F. Harvey spoke in favor of Neighborhood Watch and how residents felt safer.  He appealed to the Mayor 

and Police Chief to reconsider. 

 

Mayor Burgess Responses to Comments: 

o Mayor Burgess stated that crime would exist with or without Neighborhood Watch.  He appealed 

to residents to call 9-1-1. Mayor Burgess asked residents to call him, if calls were not addressed. 

 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS FROM MAYOR & TRUSTEES 

 

Trustee Brewer had many questions: 

• When would the Trustees discuss Ordinance # 14-006? 

• What is the status of the FOIA Officer? 

• Where was the letter from the attorneys regarding Operational Transfers?  

• Where was the 1.3 Million deposited? 
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• She received a letter from Lake Plumbing contractor, advising that they would not be used.  She 

asked if we have a list of contractors? 

• Who would be indemnified, where could she find it in writing? 

 

Mayor Burgess advised that contractors and home inspectors are not one and the same.  There is a record 

of how portions of the 1.3 Million would be utilized and that some would go in the Cash Reserve. 

 

Trustee Zupon mentioned National Night Out scheduled for August 7th, the planned activities and vendors.  

She provided some of the logistics.  She advised residents to talk with the Police Chief that night 

concerning Community Policing vs. Neighborhood Watch. 

 

Trustee Zupon suggested that a Trustee take heed and consider reports given as the information provided 

answered many questions raised. 

 

Trustee Grant reiterated that the cash reserve mentioned would be allocated from the sale of the land for 

1.3 Million Dollars. 

 

Trustee Todd announced that the Ordinance Review would meet August 13th and that they were looking 

for volunteers. 

 

 

Mayor Burgess announced the Corn and Dog Roast and asked for volunteers. 

 

Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Tates seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 

9:15 p.m.  All Trustees were in favor. 

 

 

Mayor Burgess called for a motion to adjourn. Trustee Brewer moved, and Trustee Todd 

seconded the motion to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

             

  

 
         

        /s/Mayor Derrick N. Burgess 

 

 

 

/s/Village Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 
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Journal of Proceedings 

 

Reconvened Regular Board Meeting 

of  

the Corporate Authorities 

Village of Sauk Village 

Sauk Village Municipal Center 

21801 Torrence Avenue  

Sauk Village, Illinois 

Wednesday September 26, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

This Journal of Proceedings are for the 9/25/2018 meeting that reconvened on Wednesday, 

9/26/2018 (was recessed Tuesday due to the storms that caused a power outage at Village 

Hall). 

 

 

CALL TO 

ORDER: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess called the meeting of the Corporate Authorities to order at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Pledge of 

Allegiance: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess led the constituency in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees: Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd and Zupon 

Absent: None 

Staff 

Present:   

Engineer Jim Czarnik 

Interim Finance Director Judith 

Sutfin  

 

Chief Kowalski 

Director Allen Vavrick 

Director Joseph Wiszowaty    

 

 

Staff Absent Village Clerk Campbell-Pruitt 

Chief Stoffregen 

Director Weller  

Public 

Attendees: 
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Mayor Burgess asked for a motion to reconvene the meeting from the previous night. 

Trustee Grant moved, Trustee Tates seconded.   

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None  

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

Trustee Brewer moved to table item 11B from the agenda. There being no second, the motion 

failed. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Motion to approve Journal of Proceedings for Board meeting 09/12/2017. Trustee Todd 

moved with 2 corrections, Trustee Grant seconded (Correction #1 under public comment, 

“Ireland” should “Eiermann” and Correction #2 under Reports of Trustees & Standing 

Committees, Parks & Recs, insert the word “shots” after the words “free flu” to complete 

that sentence.)   

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Tates 

Abstain: Trustee Zupon 

Motion carried 

 

b. Motion to approve Journal of Proceedings for Committee meeting 09/19/2017 Trustee 

Todd moved, Trustee Grant seconded. 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Todd 

Nays: Trustee Tates 

Abstain: Trustee Zupon 

Motion carried 

 

c. Motion to approve Journal of Proceedings for the Special Board (Budget) meeting minutes 

05/12/2018 – Trustee Grant moved, Trustee Zupon seconded.  
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On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Trustee Todd 

Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

• The Mayor started with reading a statement; he said that after 3 minutes, we will move 

on to the next person. The Mayor will respond to those who merit a response. If the 

Mayor feels someone should be removed, he will do so. He reminded everyone, we are 

here to conduct Village business.  

• R. Richardson - asked for a copy of the Mayor’s statement.  

• L. Washington – brought up the social media ordinance, asked about what the Board is 

going to do about Joe Wiszowaty and social media. Brought up the Neighborhood 

Watch and the fact the Mayor attended some meetings; said that just because the 

Mayor says things doesn’t make it true. 

• J. Cast – Brought up operational transfers and the legality of them. As of today, she has 

a FOIA that indicates no documentation is on hand for those, which she believes means 

we have not followed up with them. Re the Police Department, brought up how much 

some of the police officers are making; she said since 3 officers have resigned, money 

should be sitting in their budget, so why can’t they hire on those posts? Brought up the 

Police Department furniture, asked for an update on the Mayor’s meeting with the 

Chief. 

• D. Williams addressed the Village website – still not updated, why? Wants to know 

where we are with CalComm.  Commented about the Mayor’s stance on social media.  

• P. Couch commended the Police Department & Public Works on their response to the 

storm the previous night, removing the branches from the streets. From a FOIA, she 

claims Dr. Straughter doesn’t have a business license. Regarding social media, asked the 

Board why they aren’t enforcing the ordinance. 

• Mary Escobedo asked about the social media ordinance.  

 

The Mayor said he would replace people who left the front office.  He said he did talk 

about social media and will not comment further. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

• Mayor Burgess announced that Bloom Township (on Halsted St) is having a Utility 

Assistance workshop on 9-Oct (Gas, Light & Water), must have ID with proof of 

residency. Literature is in back. 

 



4 | P a g e  

 

• Engineer Jim Czarnik read his report.  Trustee Brewer asked about the OSLAD grant, 

asked when we might get the refund from them. Jim said it will likely happen next 

month. Trustee Tates commented that we discussed this in Executive Session, that we 

shouldn’t bring this up in public session.  The Mayor said it was okay to discuss in open 

session.   

• Village Clerk – Trustee Grant read the Clerk’s report. 

 

 REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS 

• Finance – Interim Director Sutfin commented about 2 open positions – and stated that 

both positions had been filled as of that day. She stated that while there was a 

considerable learning curve, we are in a better position. There are plans to cross train.  

Trustee Todd asked if both had background checks; Interim Director Sutfin said they 

went through HR, so if it hasn’t been completed, it would be.  Trustee Todd asked for an 

email indicating that it had been completed. Trustee Brewer asked about reports; she 

stated as of that day, she had access to the First Midwest accounts, the other accounts 

were still in process. Trustee Brewer said she’d send Interim Director Sutfin her 

requests. 

• Fire Department Chief Kowalski read the Fire Department report. 

• Police Department- Chief Kowalski read his report. 

• EMA - Director Vavrik read a report.  The Mayor commented regarding last night’s storm 

that residents should contact their insurance carrier if a park way tree fell onto their 

property; the Village would not remove those trees (the insurance company likely would 

have an opinion on how to proceed). 

• PW – not present 

• Econ Dev – Director Wiszowaty read his report. 

REPORTS OF TRUSTEES, STANDING COMMITTEES, AND COMMENTS 

• Public Service Committee had no report.   

o Comments: Trustee Brewer had finance questions:  

i. about the General Obligation bond payment, was it paid?  Interim 

Finance Director Sutfin said it was intercepted and paid out of real estate 

taxes by Amalgamated.   

ii. Trustee Brewer asked about the aging report and differences in amounts; 

Interim Finance Director Sutfin said the only differences would be items 

appearing on the A/P.   

o Other Comments: 

I. Trustee Brewer expressed that everyone has freedom of speech, 

everyone should have an ability to speak. Everyone should be 

respectful but say what they need to say.  
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II. Trustee Brewer stated that she’s asked for reports from the 

Finance Director, hopes to get those.  

• Budget & Finance – Trustee Grant stated that the committee met last week to discuss 

the Cyber Security policy (Gerald attended). He commented on IML.  

• Housing & Intergovernmental – Trustee Tates had no report 

• Ordinance Review – Trustee Todd announced that the next committee meeting would 

be 8-Oct at 6:30 in the rotunda and that she would present two ordinances next week at 

the committee meeting (the Village Clerk already has them). Commented on social 

media. 

• Public Safety – Trustee Zupon announced that the committee would attend Night Court 

the following Wednesday in lieu of a meeting; they may meet at another time later in 

the month (to be determined).  Commented about IML and what Governor Rauner said 

about taxing residents vs economic development and while he was talking about it at 

the state level, it also applies to us at the Village level. 

• Community Outreach – Trustee Carter had no Committee report.   

o Trustee Todd asked the Mayor about the agenda being changed to say Parks & 

Recs until the ordinance is passed to change the committee name. 

 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES & COMMISSION 

• Senior Advisory Council –  The Mayor read his report. 

 NEW BUSINESS 

a. Trustee Grant moved, Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve Accounts Payable 

dated 09/25/2018 $ 284,983.46.   

o   Trustee Brewer moved to remove amounts associated to Straughter and Sutfin, 

there was no second, so the motion failed.   

 

Comments: 

Trustee Todd commented about Dr. Straughter and asked where we were with 

negotiations, how much longer is this going to last? The Mayor said, regarding Judy 

Sutfin, she is INTERIM, he appointed her as INTERIM, which he said before – and he said 

before, he is paying her what he paid Mohan. If he wants to make her the full time 

Finance Director, he will bring that before the Board.   Regarding Dr. Straughter and 

negotiations, he said he believed we are ready to start arbitration but will let the board 

know in executive session.   

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Brewer 

Abstain: None 

Motion carried 
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b. Trustee Grant moved and Trustee Zupon seconded a Motion to Approve an Ordinance 

Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds in One or More Series, in an 

Aggregate Principal Amount Not to Exceed $2.5M for Financing the Costs of Certain Capital 

Projects. 

 

Comment: 

Trustee Brewer commented that it would be nice to do something for the 

residents.   

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Brewer 

Abstain: None 

Motion carried 

 

c. Trustee Carter moved, and Trustee Tates seconded a Motion to Approve the Rental and 

Reservation Policies for Facility Usage of the Edward W. Paesel Community Center  

Comment:  Trustee Brewer asked that we use tape.  

 

 On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

Motion carried 

 

d. Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve the Appointment 

of Anthony Fitch as Treasurer of Sauk Village.   

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

Motion carried 

 

e. Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve the Civic Software 

Upgrade Proposal.   

Comment: 

Trustee Grant said this is for the hosted version of the software.   

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

Motion carried 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Having completed the business of the day, Trustee Todd moved, Trustee Tates seconded.  All in 

favor, meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

        

       /s/Mayor Derrick N. Burgess 

 

 

/s/Village Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 
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Journal of Proceedings 

 

Village of Sauk Village 

Committee of the Whole 

Senior Center 

21801 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411 

Tuesday, October 2, 2018  

 7:00 pm 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 Mayor Burgess called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Senior Center 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Absent: None 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS OF ITEMS RECOMMENDED TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA FOR ACTION AT THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED VILLAGE 

BOARD MEETING  

• Trustee Linda Todd provided an overview and rationale for two ordinances.  She discussed: 

o AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE I (IN GENERAL) OF CHAPTER 10 (ANIMAL CONTROL) OF THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SAUK VILLAGE 

o AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE XI (SCAVENGERS) OF CHAPTER 18 (BUSINESSES AND BUSINESS 

REGULATIONS) OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SAUK VILLAGE 

 

It was decided that both items would be included as action items at the Board Meeting on October 9, 2018. 

 

• Mayor Burgess introduced a letter from the Mayor of Crete and AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SAUK 

VILLAGE TO DISCONNECT A PARCEL OF PROPERTY FROM SAUK VILLAGE IN ORDER FOR THE VILLAGE 

OF CRETE TO ANNEX THE PROPERTY.  He stated that the documents were consistent with topics of 

discussion from Executive Session.  He asked for a consensus among the Trustees that it be 

considered as an action item. 

 

It was decided that this would be included as an action item at the Board Meeting on October 9, 2018. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

• D. Williams asked if residents would have an opportunity to see the items for action on the de-

annexation prior to it being readied for vote. 

 

• R. Richardson stated that $250,000.00 was borrowed from TIF 4 and asked what was done with the 

funds; she stated that the Village borrowed from the Water Fund to re-pay the TIF but never repaid 

that fund and asked how the funds were used.  She asked if the State was contacted to determine 
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noise mitigation for the Truck Stop for the residents and if a site visit to Love’s was conducted to 

witness/hear the noise levels? 

 

• T. Thomas stated that he resides across from Strassburg School and that cars continue to block his 

driveway. He requested a No Parking/Handicap Sign as he has a child with a disability who uses a 

wheelchair and the illegally parked cars creates a hardship.  He commended the Village for street 

repaving and the curb cuts. 

 

• J. Cast spoke on Mayor Burgess’ speech read the previous week and stated that she would not 

allow her constitutional rights to be violated.  She mentioned that H.R. topics get shifted and that 

the person was fired for double-dipping and now she is paid to negotiate contracts and provide 

H.R. Services to the Village.  She advised the Mayor and Police Chief to communicate about the 

furniture in the Police Station. 

 

• C. Boetcher commented that she was not against the gas station, but asked how much input did 

residents have regarding the selected food establishments and why were existing business placed 

in jeopardy? 

 

• M. Escobedo addressed social media and asked the Mayor if he read items posted by his family 

members before reading his speech?  She stated that residents voted them into office and would 

vote them out.  She expressed concern that Trustees are without comment or action. 

 

• Mayor Burgess addressed comments as follows: 

 

o The use of the $250,000.00 was to make payment on a five-million dollar bond. If not paid, 

the entire balance would have been due.  Those funds did not come from the Water Fund. 

o Homes near Rte. 394 have experienced noise for years. 

o The house in the middle of the construction site asked for additional time to move.  They 

are there until their lease expires. 

o He would communicate directly with Mr. Thomas to correct his issue. 

o The Police Chief and Mayor have communicated about the furniture in the police station 

and the Police Chief is readying a list of items to present. 

o Competition between businesses is a healthy way for them to step up. There is no clause to 

provide assurance of non-competing businesses. 

o Real estate was discussed in closed session. 

 

 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS FROM MAYOR & TRUSTEES 

 

• Trustee Brewer announced that she had reported four times of her inability to make copies.  She 

requested supporting documentation to show that the copier needed and was repaired. 

 

• Trustee Grant reiterated that department heads were asked for a list of needs four weeks prior and 

asked when they could be expected.  He was advised that Dir. Weller is working on the final listings. 
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• Trustee Zupon announced: 

o The Halloween Trunk or Treat and Parade on October 27th.  It would start at Rickover Junior 

High School and proceed to the Community Center. 

o The Veteran’s Service planned for November 12th at 11:00 a.m. 

o Coffee with a Cop on October 3rd. 

 

• Trustee Tate had no comment. 

 

• Trustee Todd announced the Ordinance Committee Meeting planned for October 8th.  She mentioned 

the need for Codification of the Ordinances. 

 

• Trustee Carter had no comment. 

 

• Mayor Burgess commented on the lights out in the Rotunda.  He advised residents of his availability 

most days.  He stated that he is accessible on most occasions. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Zupon moved and Trustee Tates seconded a motion to adjoin at 7:43 p.m.  Through voice vote, the 

vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

       /s/Derrick N. Burgess, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/Marva Campbell-Pruitt, Village Clerk 
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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

 

Regular Board Meeting 

of  

the Corporate Authorities 

Village of Sauk Village 

 

SAUK VILLAGE MUNICIPAL CENTER 

21801 TORRENCE AVENUE  

SAUK VILLAGE, ILLINOIS 

 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

7:00 PM 

  

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Derrick Burgess called the meeting of the Corporate Authorities to order at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Pledge of 

Allegiance: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess led the constituency in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees: Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd and Zupon 

 

Staff Present:   

 

 

 

Others in 

Attendance: 

Engineer Jim Czarnik 

Captain Dennis Synowiec 

Director Allen Vavrik 

 

Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

 

Chief Robert Kowalski 

Director Joe Wiszowaty 

Director Kevin Weller 

Interim Finance Director 

Judy Sutfin 

Public Attendees: 19 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a motion to approve the Journal of 

Proceedings for the Regular Board Meeting of May 8, 2018 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd 

Nays:  Trustee Zupon 

Motion Carried 

 

b) Trustee Todd moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded a motion to approve the Journal of 

Proceedings for June 13, 2018. 

o Trustee Brewer asked about the change in process for approving the minutes and 

was informed that the current method stream-lined the process. 
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Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd 

Nays:  Trustee Zupon, Tates 

Motion Carried 

 

Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Todd seconded a motion to Approve the Journal of 

Proceedings for the Committee Meeting of October 2, 2018 with recommendations to change 

the name from Thomas to Thompson and to include Trustee Carter’s name. 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays:  None 

Motion Carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

J. Cast took the Board back in history to compare past practices of hiring a manager that was 

not needed.  She stated that the current administration was doing the same.  She stated that 

the March was the Mayor’s fault because of his actions.  Mayor had made individual decisions 

and thus must bear the blame.  WE can not afford to pay various folks. 

 

L. Washington spoke of Robert Fox when appointed and was asked if he was willing to work 

for free.  She asked if new employees were told the same. She spoke of the March and its 

purpose; comments on social media and the threat that Cook County Sheriffs would arrest 

them and employees to be fired.    The March would go on despite the threats.  She spoke of 

the mayor stating his availability, when it is not the case for her.   

 

P. Couch stated that she had asked the same question many times without responses.  She 

has asked about the number of fire hydrants down and how many have been repaired?   She 

spoke of public safety. 

 

E. Farmer had a two -part question.   He cited an occurrence encountered where a lad parked 

too close to his mailbox.  He asked if there anything that can be done, and if a sign could be 

posted? 

 

D. Williams read something from a news channel on “fake news” and provided history.  She 

stated that it started on a page that has our logo.  The language on that page is political.  She 

had asked that the page be taken down as it is not the official page of the Village.    

 

M. Escobedo spoke of Social Media.  She stated that Mayor asked residences not to talk about 

folks, but the Mayor’s family and friends could do so.  She spoke of bad mouthing many 
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residents and trustees.  She mentioned the truck company moving in and that residents were 

not notified. 

 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS  

• Mayor’s Report - Mayor Derrick Burgess announced the following: 

o Second Congressional Job Fair on October 19, 2018 in Lansing from 9:am – 

Noon.  There would be a skills prep session on employment to ready 

interested individuals the Wednesday prior.    

o Trunk or Treat was announced to take place on Oct 27th and the Parade 

would proceed from Rickover to the Community Center.  There were Flyers 

on table and a sign in sheet for Volunteers. 

o A Veterans Day Celebration with a lunch to follow will take place on Nov. 

12th 

o Receipts from IML should go to the treasurer as soon as possible. 

 

• Village Clerk – Ms. Marva Campbell-Pruitt  

o Spoke of the need to change temporary passwords for new voice mail 

system.  She asked that one person from each department attend the 

planned training on the system that upcoming Friday.  She stated that the 

public should have been notified of the new phone system and ask for their 

patience. 

o Nov. 6th is Election Day and asked everyone to exercise their rights to vote. 

o Minutes have been added to the Web-sit through April.  A schedule of 

other minutes was provided and what Trustees could expect going forth.  

She stated the most recent minutes will be presented as soon as possible 

and would provide minutes from earlier as well to play catch up. 

o Trustees were asked to revisit documentation concerning the Bond.  As 

there is potential that petitions would need to be available and a 

referendum required.  She asked that they assist with understanding of the 

needed process and she asked that it be on the following Committee of 

the Whole agenda. 

 

• Village Engineer – Mr. Jim Czarnik read and provided a written report and update on the 

223rd Street project 

 

• Village Treasurer – Anthony Finch was not present. 
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REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS  

 

• Finance & Administration – Interim Director Judith Sutfin read a report highlighting: 

o an update of the ADP Conversion, with 1/3 of the employees completed. She 

spoke on Payroll interface for the general ledger  

 Trustee Brewer asked about the report for statements.  Did. Sutfin 

stated that she sent them out at 5:30 p.m.  Brewer asked for individual 

reports for banks as previously requested and informed that 5:30 does 

not allow time to prepare for the report. 

 The Village Clerk requested the written report for the records. 

 

 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS  

 

• Fire Department - Fire Captain Dennis Synowiec, read and provided a written report for 

the Fire Department listing activities and statistics that occurred during the past two-

week period.  The report will be filed with the certified minutes.   

 

• Police Department - Police Chief Kowalski read and provided a written report for the 

Police Department listing activities and statistics that occurred over the prior two weeks.  

The report will be filed with the certified minutes. 

 

• Emergency Management Agency - Director Allen Vavrik read and provided a written 

report listing activities and statistics that occurred over the prior two weeks.  The report 

will be filed with the certified minutes 

 

• Public Works – Director Kevin Weller provided an extensive list of activities that his 

department had performed.  The report will be filed with the certified minutes. 

o Trustee Zupon asked about coordinating the Department Heads’ wish lists.    

She asked if the lists had been provided.  He responded that it was news to 

him, that he was responsible for coordinating the wish lists.  Dir. Weller stated 

that there were some instances requiring his involvement and he has talked 

with the various department heads concerning those items. 

 Trustee Todd asked him to provide data on how many hydrants were and were 

not working  

 

• Economic Development - Director Joseph Wiszowaty read and provided a written report 

listing: 

 The number of building permits issued 

 Applications for Certificates of Re-occupancy 

 Updates to the permit to Gas-N-Wash 

 Invest in Cook Grant application 
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o Trustee Brewer asked if the figures for permits and applications noted, were since 

May or prior.  She asked for a written report. 

 

REPORTS OF TRUSTEES, STANDING COMMITTEES AND COMMENTS 

 

• Public Services Committee - Trustee Bernice Brewer stated:  

o That since May 2017, she had asked for information to make an informed decision on 

the infrastructure.  She asked for this request to be a part of public record.  Mayor 

Burgess responded that answers have been provided.   

 Mayor Burgess stated that she had received much information requested over the 

last year and a half. 

o She asked for detailed information on infrastructure, repairs, i.e., square inches of 

pipes, how many hydrants and water main breaks, etc.  She stated that she wished to 

sit and talk with the Engineer and Dir. Weller so that they can provide the information 

she requires. 

o Trustee Brewer reported that during the prior week, she asked about her inability to 

make copies from the copier and was informed that it was a code issue.  She spoke 

with Gerald and stated that the code was changed intentionally.  She stated that she 

is being kept from completing her fiduciary duties. 

 

• Budget & Finance Committee- Trustee Rodrick R. Grant announced he hoped to present   

policies for review based upon the outcomes of Wednesday’s committee meeting.  There is 

another meeting scheduled the following week as well. 

 

• Housing and Intergovernmental Relations Committee - Trustee Cecial Tates no report. 

 

• Ordinance Review Committee - Trustee Linda L. Todd will meet Nov. 5th at 6:30. The 

committee decided to meet the First Mondays of the month.   

 

• Public Safety Committee – Trustee Beth Zupon next meeting November 7th at 6p.m.  

 

• She stated that the notice on the Water Bill, Trick or Treating had a conflicting time 4-7 

p.m. is the actual time.  She announced the following: 

o Folks should go thru the fire safety van as it is very informative. She gave kudus for 

how they embellished the trailer for the community and encouraged people to attend 

the Fire Safety event 

o The Clerk post on Face Book via E-News.  The Clerk shared information from Police 

Chief and now that she is aware that they communicated, she asked the chief to post 

items such as this more often as appropriate.  She advised others to sign on the that 

page. 

 



10/9/2018 

 

• Community Outreach – Trustee Ronald P. Carter reported that he is still developing 

relationships with companies for used equipment.  He had not received any response at 

that point. 

 

 

 

 

• REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 

• Senior Advisory Council – Chairman, Emmett Farmer reported on the following: 

o Health Fair Thursday Had flyers on the table.   

o Senior walk.   

o Medicare Meetings start 10/15 end 12/7   

o Game night 

o Senior Luncheon sponsored by the Eastern Stars 

 

 

• NEW BUSINESS   

• Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Grant seconded a Motion to Approve Accounts 

Payable and Disbursements Dated 10/09/2018 in the amount of $254,571.95 

Comments/Questions 

o Trustee Brewer asked to remove from Accounts Payable the following: 

 the four invoices of Dr. Straughter 

 the salary for Judith Sutfin as her employment and appointment had not 

been approved by the Board 

 Hiskes and Lapp  

 Kane McKenna 

                    

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Carter, Grant, Todd, Tates, Zupon 

Nays:  Trustee Brewer 

Motion Carried 

 

• Trustee Todd moved and Trustee Zupon seconded a Motion to Approve an Ordinance 

Amending Article I (In General) of Chapter 10 (Animal Control) of the Municipal Code of 

the Village of Sauk Village 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd, Tates, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Motion Carried 

 



10/9/2018 

 

• Trustee Todd moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded a Motion to Approve an Ordinance 

Amending Article Xi (Scavengers) of Chapter 18 (Businesses and Business Regulations) of 

the Municipal Code of the Village of Sauk Village. 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd, Tates, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Motion Carried 

 

Mayor Burgess called for a motion to go into Executive Session. 

Trustee Zupon moved and Trustee Carter seconded a motion to recess to Executive Session. 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd, Tates, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Motion Carried 

 

 

The Regular Board Meeting was reconvened at 8: 10 

 

On Roll Call, the following were present:   

Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd and Zupon 

 

Mayor Burgess explained that the Ordinance was to dis-connect the properties east 

of Illinois 394 and South of Steger.  He explained that there were items to be included in the 

ordinance that was not there as stipulated.  Thus, the Village is requesting that the ordinance 

be re-written 

Trustee Zupon provided information relative to the amount of funds ($70,000.00), 

and consequences to be realized concerning the provision of water and how it is in the 

Village’s best interest to approve the de-annexation. 

 

Trustee Zupon moved and Trustee Todd seconded a Motion to Approve an Ordinance 

Authorizing Sauk Village to Disconnect A Parcel of Property from Sauk Village for the 

Village of Crete to Annex the Property with the requested amendments. 

 

Upon Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Todd, Tates, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Motion Carried 
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Adjournment 

Having completed the business of the day, Mayor Burgess asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Trustee Brewer moved, and Trustee Tates seconded the motion to adjourn at   8:35 p.m.  The 

Voice Vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

         

        /s/Derrick N. Burgess, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/Marva Campbell-Pruitt, Village Clerk 
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Journal of Proceedings 

 

Village of Sauk Village 

Committee of the Whole 

Village Board of Trustees 

21801 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411 

 

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

Corrected 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 Mayor Burgess called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Center. 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Absent: None 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

PRESENTATIONS OF ITEMS RECOMMENDED TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA FOR ACTION AT THE NEXT REGULARLY 

SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING: 

 

• Engineer Czarnik presented on the Resolution Directing and Authorizing the Submission 

of a Subrecipient Agreement and to Execute the 2018 Community Development Block 

Grant Program Year Agreement with Cook County, Illinois Project #1806-020.  He 

provided an overview of projects previously completed and stated that this action is 

perfunctory as it is an annual occurrence.  This action is required to receive $200,000.00 

in funds for the 2018/2019 year.   

 

o Trustee Grant asked if the funds would come through MFT. (YES) 

o Trustee Brewer mentioned the area around 225th did not qualify for funding.  221st 

and 223rd are eligible for funding.     

 

It was announced that this would be an action item on the upcoming Board Meeting’s 

agenda.  

 

• Mayor Burgess spoke to the Resolution Authorizing the Entry of an Intergovernmental 

Agreement for the Provisions of Environmental Health Inspectional Services Between the 

Cook County Department of Public Health and the Village of Sauk Village.  He stated that 

we do not have provisions for this service, thus it is to our advantageous to have Cook 

County offer these services.  The fee of $100.00 is charged to the businesses not to the 

Village.  This is an annual occurrence. 
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It was announced that this would be an action item on the upcoming Board Meeting’s 

agenda.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

R. Richardson stated the following: 

o that she had asked the Mayor about receiving a copy of the comments he made 

previously and that she still want a copy; 

o that whomever is on the other (web-site) page should be stopped as they are so 

disrespectful.  It is getting very ugly.  She stated that if the Mayor could not 

convince them to stop, things could get out of hand.  She specifically called out 

the offenders; and 

o that the March was not for or against the Mayor. 

 

L. Washington spoke about cyber-bullying, the Ordinance that is in place and the employees and 

others, who continue to violate it.  Mayor had stated that he could not stop it.   She stated that 

this has occurred for the last ten years with slanderous remarks.  It needs to stop. 

 

Pastor Pitts asked the Trustees and Mayor to attend a Community Revival on October 27th.  He 

stated that several churches have collaborated to host the Community Breakthrough Revival, at 

Crossroads Church, 23001 Torrence.  He made a passionate appealed to the Administration and 

residents to make attendance a priority. He cited that the Pharisees and Scribes were politicians 

who surrounded Jesus.    He made a plea to make attendance a priority. He thanked the 

administration and vowed to pray for them and asked them to pray for him. 

 

D. Williams stated that she appreciated Pastor Pitts’ announcement.  She stated that she was 

saddened that that the last 10 years is not better.  Asked if the Administration were working for 

a select few or for all the residents.  She stated that she was happy to see a Sauk Talk; she 

welcomed everyone to Crossroads; and she stated that she wishes to work with everyone and 

that she was led to work.  She concluded by asking, “Do you work for me.” 

 

G. Gary stated that he has been a resident for 23 years.  He came to discuss his water bill that 

had increased over the last two cycles.  He asked if the meters could be checked.  He left with 

stating that he is happy to see the Village improving. 

 

M. Escobedo talked about social media and how residents were asked not to talk on social media.  

She stated that the Mayor needs to do something.  She stated that she was warned about the 

Mayor’s inability to lead but did not believe them. 
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J. Cast commented that on several things, they were: 

o she is not as in tuned with social media and is not interested in what others have to say; 

o they were loyal and believed in him, but the Mayor had changed; 

o the person chosen to do the work of the previous Manager has no experience and asked 

if the Mayor was thinking about the residents when he brought in people.   

o No raise for the police no raise and that they are being treated like dogs; 

 

F. Williams stated he had three questions, 1. If there were any restrictions regarding what the 

owners of the car wash can do there; 2. were residents informed and did they have a voice; 3. 

Where would they get their water, and would they pay taxes to the Village.  Mr. Williams asked 

the mayor to look at him while he was talking and appealed to the Mayor to be respectful and 

not look down. 

 

 

 

Mayor Burgess’ Responses: 

 

o Social Media – Reiterated that he would not discuss social media in an open meeting and 

stated that he could not control another human being. 

 

o He hoped that all listened to Pastor Pitts and plan to go to the revival, listen and get 

involved. 

 

o To Mr. Gary, Mayor asked for his phone number, so they can speak directly. 

 

o Comment on the Police Department -  They are still in negotiations, so what has been 

conveyed is not the case where pay raises are concerned. 

 

o To Mr. Williams - truck stop restrictions are determined by the code.  Residents knew 

about it after the land was sold.  He informed the Trustees during the process.  He stated 

we need commerce in town. He spoke of free enterprise.  They would buy water from the 

Village, they will pay taxes to the village.  They are in a TIF and Article 8 to attract business 

to Illinois and Cook County.  We cannot demand a business to hire villagers.  We can ask 

but can’t dictate.  Notice of applications would be shared with residents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS FROM MAYOR & TRUSTEES 

 

• Trustee Brewer  

o announced the first meeting of the Public Services Committee would be November 

3rd at 10:00 a.m. with the Location to TBD; 
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o stated that she does not recall the Village holding a public hearing concerning the gas 

station; and 

o stated that she has attempted to get reports and information from the finance 

department but requires time to review the information prior to a meeting, it has 

been an ongoing concern that there is no transparency and she can’t get information. 

 

• Trustee Zupon stated that an Ordinance for the de-annexation for Crete the previous 

week, was due for amendments for which she had not received an updated copy.   

o Mayor responded that he spoke with the Mayor, Crete’s Trustees must vote on 

the revised resolution and once the paperwork from Crete is provided and shared 

with our Attorneys.  We can then go forth.   

 

• Trustee Grant announced the Budget and Finance meeting scheduled the following day.    

He stated that he had received the report as others had via e-mail from the Interim 

Directors and spoke with her.   She will do her best to get it (the report) out earlier. 

 

• Trustee Todd informed all that she sent an email regarding an issue and received a 

response, however HR is not responding to her e-mails.    Trustee Todd announced that 

at the next meeting, she would present two ordinances… one, the False Alarm. 

 

Mayor Burgess  

o pleaded with all to attend the Revival; and 

o announced Trunk or Treat is that same day and the weather will depend where it will be 

located.  He was hopeful that there will be many to attend. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Zupon moved and Trustee Brewer seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.  By voice 

vote, all approved. 
 

          

         /s/Derrick N. Burgess, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

/s/Marva Campbell-Pruitt, Village Clerk         
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Journal of Proceedings  

Regular Board Meeting 

of  

the Corporate Authorities 

Village of Sauk Village 

 

Sauk Village Municipal Center 

21801 Torrence Avenue  

Sauk Village, Illinois 

 

Tuesday, October 23, 2018 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The Regular Meeting of the Corporate Authorities was rescheduled and delayed pending 

completion of a Special Meeting on the Ordinance of the Bond Issuance.  Mayor Derrick 

Burgess called the meeting of the Corporate Authorities to order at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Pledge of 

Allegiance: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess led the constituency in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees: Brewer, Carter, Grant, and Tates,  

 

Staff Present:   

 

 

 

Others in 

Attendance: 

Engineer Jim Czarnik 

Captain Dennis Synowiec 

Director Allen Vavrik 

 

Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

 

Chief Robert Kowalski 

Director Joe Wiszowaty 

Director Kevin Weller 

Interim Finance Director 

Judy Sutfin 

Treasurer Anthony Finch 

Public Attendees:  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Trustee Carter moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded a Motion to Approve Journal of 

Proceedings for the Board Meeting of July 10, 2018. 

On Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant,  

Nays: Tates 

Absent: Trustees Todd, Zupon 

Motion Carried 
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Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter   seconded a Motion to Approve Journal of 

Proceedings for the Board Meeting of October 9, 2018. 

 

o Trustee Brewer stated that three items mentioned for removal from Accounts Payable 

were not were not included in the minutes.  The Village Clerk spoke to Parliamentary 

Procedures relative to the components required, i.e. the date, time, locations and action 

items. Minutes are not to be and would not be provided verbatim.   

 

Trustee Brewer asked about the written statements she had provided by e-mail and why 

they were not in the minutes. The Clerk informed that information provided after the 

meeting are not a recording of what occurred during the meeting.   She (clerk) clarified 

that she provided a summary of the requested items and highlighted where in the 

minutes they were located.   

 

Trustee Brewer referred to Page five of the minutes and stated the Mayor indicated that 

he provided information to her that he did not.  Again, the Clerk explained that what 

occurs outside of the meeting would not be recorded in minutes of the day. 

 

On Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Carter, Grant, Tates 

Nays: Trustee Brewer 

Absent: Trustees Todd, Zupon 

 

Motion Carried 

 

Trustee Brewer moved, and Trustee Grant seconded a Motion to Approve Journal of 

Proceedings for the Committee of the Whole Meeting dated October 16, 2018 with the 

corrections. 

 

o Trustee Brewer asked that 225th street be changed to “the area around 221st Street, 

“and that Mr. Williams remarks identify who “he” was referencing.   

 

On Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer Carter, Grant, Tates 

Nays: None 

Absent: Trustees Todd, Zupon 

 

Motion Carried 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

M. Escobedo spoke on social media.  She stated that the Mayor was not following the 

ordinance.  She stated that Joe W. should be dismissed as he, the Mayor’s wife and daughter 

constantly harass residents. 

  

C. Boetcher spoke concerning a neighbor’s eviction.  The home is littered with garbage and 

rodents and children are in the house illegally.  She stated the Village should clean the house, 

secure it and charge the owner. The location is 221st and Clyde. 

 

H. Parker referenced the Ordinance #18-015 voted on September 25th.   It was approved by 

everyone except Brewer.  She made an appeal to take down the SVI page on Facebook. 

 

D. Williams distributed a hand-out illustrating the Sauk Village website and that of SVI.  They 

are so similar that no one could tell that they are unrelated.  Concerning the Sauk Talk, she 

stated it is political and asked where updates were from the Clerk and Trustees.  She stated that 

the Official website had not be updated in a year and asked the that SVI website not use the 

Village logo. She thanked the Mayor for an informative public hearing. 

 

B. Hopkins stated that she did not understand the mention of removing the items from the 

minutes.  She asked why Dr. Straughter is paid $1,400.00 a week. 

 

P. Couch asked how many fire hydrants are not working in the village?  Is there an answer? 

 

J. Cast asked for an audit because of the termination of the finance director.  She stated that 

she has called Village Hall repeatedly and receives a recording saying, “thank you for calling the 

Village of Sauk, not Sauk Village.”   Regarding Operational Transfers, she asked when the 

attorney said it was ok to use them.  She asked if they were being used. She asked if the Police 

and Mayor met to talk about that department’s needs. (yes) She stated that the Police Eligibility 

list would be extinct and inquired about hiring three police as is stipulated in the budget. 

 

Mayor Responses:   

 

o Once an A/P is approved by a majority of Trustees, the invoices gets paid. Trustees can 

make comments to remove an item or to pay or not pay. 

 

o The Mayor stated that he has a copy of the working hydrants and would provide a copy 

as soon as the next day.  

  

o The Mayor stated that he did not know where information concerning a Forensic Audit 

was derived.  It costs $60-$70,000.00 and stated if Trustees deemed it necessary, they 

could request one. 
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o The Sauk Talk will be distributed quarterly and placed on the web site.  Those interested 

in placing an item may do so. 

 

o The Village has a new phone system and it is being worked on. 

 

o An explanation of operational transferred were attempted during the Hearing.   

 

o Hiring of new police will be in the next budget 

 

 

 

 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS  

• Mayor’s Report - Mayor Derrick Burgess  

o Mayor Burges announced that Trick or Treat was around the corner and stated 

Trunk or Treat was Saturday. The event would be outside unless there was 

inclement weather. He asked individuals to arrive at 11 a.m. to set up. 

o Mayor Burgess announced the Revival and asked people to attend. 

 

• Village Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

o The Clerk provided notice that all Ordinances and minutes through June were 

forwarded to Gerald for posting.  She stated that he was backed up with the new 

phone system and getting new employees set up. 

o The Clerk provided a timeline for getting minutes up to date.  

o Clerk Pruitt stated that the web-site concerning the elections had been updated 

and invited prospective candidates to visit the site for calendar updates. 

o The Clerk announced the Christmas Food Drive and asked for volunteers to 

assist. 

 

• Village Engineer, Mr. Jim Czarnik read and provided a written report highlighting the 

motion to approve the CDBG Grant.  The report will be attached to the certified minutes. 

 

o Trustee Brewer mentioned the 221st street project and stated that is was denied, 

yet we will now reapply for the same area.  She asked what makes you think it 

would be favorable this time?  

 

o Concerning, MFT funds with $154,000.00 left, she asked why we were using half 

of the money to do that one area to resurface instead of looking at the 

underlying issues. She inquired about the use of $75,000.00   Mr. Czarnik stated 

that the $200,000.00 had been approved.  Trustees needed only to vote on 

receiving the funds.  The process is the same.  It is a continuous stream of 

income and the Village is careful not to go over.   

 

o Trustee Grant stated that there was $180,000.00 in MFT Funds. 
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• Treasurer, Mr. Anthony Finch reviewed the Collector’s Report for July 2018.  He stated 

the cost received from each fund. He read into record: 

o property taxes -$1,387,330.03 

o other taxes - $218,311.91 

o licenses and permit- $20,947.00 

o fees and services – $288.993.33 

o grants – $14,031.95 

o interfund transfers – $819,608.65 

o misc. income – $1,477,462.94 

o Total- $4,226,685.81 

  

o Trustee Grant clarified that though the heading stated June, it is a July 

report. 

 

o Trustee Brewer asked about the transfers where they were from and to, and 

who made the transfers?  Trustee Grant referred her to Page 5 of the report. 

Sutfin explain that the transfers were made to pay the bonds and was 

authorized by the previous Finance Director. 

 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS  

• Interim Finance Director Judith Sutfin reported:  

o Problems with the Civics System and IT Servers issues that would not allow 

payments   to be accepted. Since, computers are down.  Taking payments manually.  

It is presumed that the storms and outages of late caused the server to fail with 

subsequent issues.  IT has been working to correct the problems; 

o On reports completed or projected to be completed; and 

o The auditors were provided all required reports in September. 

 

o Trustee Brewer asked for documentation to show the transfers, a detail of 

the water and sewer fund and asked when she could get an accounting.  

Trustee Brewer wants the detail ledger, not a bank statement.   

 

• Fire Captain Synowiec read and provided a written report for the Fire Department listing 

the activities and statistics that occurred over the last two weeks. The report will be 

attached to the certified minutes. 

 

• Police Chief Kowalski read and provided a written report for the Police Department listing 

the activities and statistics that occurred over the last two weeks. He filled in blank spaces 

by reporting that the department responded to 438 calls and made 6 arrests. The report 

will be attached to the certified minutes. 
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• EMA Director Vavrik read and provided a written report for the listing the activities and 

statistics that occurred between October 8th through October 21st. The report will be 

attached to the certified minutes. 

 

• Public Works Director Weller read and provided a written report that detailed issues and 

corrective measures orchestrated by Public Works.  The report will be attached to the 

certified minutes.  

o Trustee Brewer asked him to investigate inoperable lights. She asked if potholes were 

repaired using MFT funds for temporary repairs.  She was informed that it was correct. 

 

o She recounted information from a report received, i.e., 47 street lights out, 83 

hydrants were inoperable, what was the water loss.  Had 30 water main break since 

January.  We must address the infrastructure.  Director Weller provided a correction 

in that not all breaks.  Some are repairs.   

 

• Economic Development -  Director Joseph Wiszowaty had no but stated that a 

discussion for Invest in Cook Grant would be on the next Committee Meeting. 

 

REPORTS OF TRUSTEES, STANDING COMMITTEES AND COMMENTS 

 

• Public Services Committee - Trustee Bernice Brewer stated that she had been trying to 

find out how many feet of pipe have been repaired since 2017 and what needs to be 

repaired and the number of boil reports.  She needs to speak to the engineer to gather 

information.   

Comments  

 FOIA requests would be lessened if she was provided requested information.   

 Requested a written explanation of Operational Transfers.   

 Requested a written statement of the actual hours for the Work Statement of Dr. 

Straughter.    Mayor Burgess clarified that the hours were 17.5 and no more than 

$6,000.00 monthly. 

 

• Budget & Finance Committee- Trustee Rodrick R. Grant asked to present the policy on 

Cyber Security at the Committee Meeting.   

 

Comments 

Asked if the Mayor received the wish list from department heads.  Mayor stated 

that he had a meeting with heads.  When he gets it, he will pass it on to the board.  He 

assured that nothing would be voted on until Trustees are apprised. 

 

 

• Housing and Intergovernmental Relations Committee - Trustee Cecial Tates had no 

report. 
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• Ordinance Review Committee - Trustee Linda L. Todd was absent. 

 

 

• Public Safety Committee – Trustee Beth Zupon was absent. 

 

• Community Outreach - Trustee Ronald P. Carter III had no report. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

• Senior Advisory Council – Chairman, Emmett Farmer provided a written report outlining 

planned activities and functions for Seniors.  The report will be attached to the certified 

minutes.  

 

NEW BUSINESS   

• Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve All Accounts 

Payable and Disbursements Dated 10/23/2018 for $308,508.69 

Comments 

o Trustee Brewer stated that she would present a written statement to be 

included in the minutes later and was informed that a statement not a part 

of the meeting could not be included in the recording. 

o Trustee Brewer Salary for Sutfin and Dr. Straughter be removed from 

Accounts Payable as they have not been approved by the Board.   She was 

informed that she would need to seek an amended motion.  No Trustee 

accepted the amendment.  The question was called  

On Roll Call, the following voted: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Carter, Grant, Tates 

Nays: Trustee Brewer 

Absent: Trustees Todd, Zupon 

Motion Carried 

• Trustee   Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve a Resolution 

Directing and Authorizing the Submission of a Subrecipient Agreement and to Execute the 

2018 Community Development Block Grant Program Year Agreement with Cook County, 

Illinois Project #1806-020 

On Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter. Grant, Tates 

Nays: None 

Absent: Trustee Todd, Zupon 

Motion Carried 
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• Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve a Resolution 

Authorizing the Entry of an Intergovernmental Agreement for the Provisions of 

Environmental Health Inspectional Services Between the Cook County Department of Public 

Health and the Village of Sauk Village 

On Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates 

Nays: None 

Absent: Trustee Todd, Zupon 

Motion Carried 

 

 

Adjournment 
 

Having completed the business of the day, Trustee Brewer moved, and Trustee Tates seconded 

a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting was 

adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 

  

 

 

 

         

        /s/Derrick N. Burgess, Mayor 

 

 

 
/s/Marva Campbell-Pruitt, Village Clerk 
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Journal of Proceedings 

Village of Sauk Village 

Committee of the Whole 

Village Board of Trustees 

21801 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411 

Tuesday, November 6, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER   

Mayor Derrick Burgess called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

On Roll Call 

Present: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Others in Attendance: Director Joseph Wiszowaty, Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

 

MOTION TO RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Mayor Burgess called for a Motion to recess to Executive Session to Discuss Personnel Matters and Update of 

Pending Litigation, Collective Bargaining Matters, Review Executive Board Minutes, Real Estate, or Employment 

and Compensation as needed (5ILCS) 120/2 (c) (2018) 

 

Trustee Todd moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded the motion to recess to Executive Session at 7:01.  Calling 

for a Roll Call, the following voted: 

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

MOTION TO RECONVENE 

The meeting reconvened at 8 with all Trustees present.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

• Trustee Beth Zupon introduced the concept for the development of a new website.  She provided an 

overview and introduced Karen Mullins. She was intrigued by the proposal by SOCS. 

o SOCS Websites / Foundations for Educational Services - Presentation by Karen Mullins.  Ms. 

Mullins presented everyone with a pair of socks.  Two skill sets.  How to use e-mail and Word 

Document.  It is designed for small communities to post information pertaining to each 

department.  It would provide leeway to facilitate as needed.   Each department could post their 

data.  Each story has a begin and end date.  Once dates are included, the item goes up and off 

the site.    Other features outlined were: 

o There is a free app to use so that information can be posted  

o One price Point 

o Economic Development is being driven by many communities, so businesses can be 

highlighted and promoted 

o Each Department would have a contact person, so residents could post, ask questions 

directly to each department 
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o The Calendar element is highly favored as each department can post their own. 

o There would be a new website design 

o Site would be ADA compatible 

o The company provides unlimited training, pages, pictures, content or articles.   

o A new design is available every three years  

o Ms. Mullins concluded by asking if there were questions. 

o Trustee Zupon added that we would wish to use a format that is user-friendly and pristine.  

She further reiterated many features identified by Ms. Mullins and stated that there is an 

interface with social media, e-mails and technology.  She asked to speak at the next 

department head meeting to provide them information. 

o Mayor Burgess asked about the requirements for hardware and software.  He was told 

that it is web-based, so no equipment is needed.  Mayor Burgess questioned how 

concerns would be address by the various departments. 

o Trustee Grant asked how apps are to be loaded? He was told that there would be trainings 

and webinars.  He asked about the need for a contract and the renewal rate.  The renewal 

rate would be the same and auto-renewal is dependent upon the Village’s selected 

option. 

o Trustee Brewer asked how long it would take to get the site up and running and was told 

it could take place within thirty days.  She asked who would be the contact person at the 

Village?  As of now, there is no contact listed. 

o Trustee Todd asked about the price and if it is auto-renewal?  When asked how the site 

would be funded, she was told that it would be from proceeds from the sale of the 

laundromat.  She was also told that the option for auto-renewal is available. 

• Trustee Zupon asked that this be included as an action item on the next Board Agenda. 

 

• Trustee Linda Todd stated that she had two Ordinances previously presented for consideration and 

asked if there were questions.  She discussed:  

o An Ordinance Amending Article Vi (Alarm Systems) of Chapter 22 (Emergency Management and 

Services) of the Municipal Code of the Village of Sauk Village.  She stated that it has be down-

sized and once approved it would go to the Police Department for approval.  She highlighted the 

consequences for violations or the number of instances.  A letter from the Police Chief would be 

sent to residents with a warning letter, or warning letter and tickets based upon the number of 

instances of a false alarm 

o Trustee Grant asked if a record is kept of false alarms?  Calcomm has a record of the 

number of calls received and forwards that information to the Police Department. 

o Trustee Zupon provided corrections on the style of wording/writing and punctuation. 

• Trustee Todd asked that this to be included as an action item on the next Board Agenda. 

 

• Trustee Todd spoke to an Ordinance Amending Section 14-24 (Property Maintenance Code Adopted) of 

Division 1 (Generally) of Article Ii (Building and Technical Codes) Of Chapter 14 (Buildings and Building 

Regulations) of the Municipal Code of the Village of Sauk Village.  She stated that Occupancy Fees would 
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be increased from $50.00 to $75.00 and units of 6 or more would increase from $25.00 to $30.00.   

Trustee Todd asked that this to be included as an action item on the next Board Agenda 

 

• Director Joseph Wiszowaty provided insights on two points of business: 

o A Resolution Approving an Intergovernmental Agreement between the County of Cook and 

Village of Sauk Village for the 2018 Invest in Cook Grant.  Dir. Wiszowaty provided background of 

the grant applied for the Phase 1 Engineering for road spurs, engineering road expansion and 

railways. The grant was awarded for $350,000.00.  The Village’s match would be $100,000.00 

and covered by the TIF.  He stated that it is like other IGAs and must be completed and submitted 

by 12/31/2018.  The resolution authorizes the Mayor and Clerk to sign the IGA.  Dir. Wiszowaty 

asked that it be on the agenda at the next board meeting. 

 

o Discussion of the Request for Qualifications for a Phase 1 Engineering Study- pursuant to the 

2018 Invest in Cook Grant.  Dir. Wiszowaty stated that the Phase 1 Engineering Study is a 

requirement for approval of the grant by Cook County, distributed that night.  It is a Cook County 

project that accompanies federal opportunities.  It is a process to procure engineering services.  

He explained the areas sought with regards to an Engineering firm and the requirements needed 

by the company I.e., scoring, deliverables, etc.   

He took care to inform that no contract would be entered without the express approval of the 

Board.   

o Trustee Brewer spoke to the Village’s staff qualification for evaluation the engineers’ 

qualifications.   

o Trustee Grant asked if the request has been shared at that time?  No, it has not been 

released.  It would be posted on the web-site once approved. 

• Dir. Wiszowaty asked that this to be included as an action item on the next Board Agenda. 

 

• Trustee Rodrick Grant led the discussion for the Sauk Village Acceptable Usage Policy.  He informed that 

the title had changed from when it was first presented.  It was previously referred to as the Cyber 

Security Policy.  Changes to be noted are: access according to position, and virus protection.   

o Trustee Zupon commented the need for a change on the last page about “under certain 

conditions,” as we have a right to conduct an audit at any time, and if someone suspects they 

have a virus, they should contact their supervisor and IT so that it is not shared. 

o Trustee Brewer asked about a Firewall to limit items to be shared to other e-mails or personal 

accounts.  Trustee Grant stated that it is being reviewed. 

o Trustee asked to push those issues to IT so that information does not go to personal e-mails 

• Trustee Grant asked that this to be included as an action item on the next Board Agenda with notice that 

the policy is subject to change. 
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• Village Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt introduced the Executive Director, James Mack of the Arts 4 

Students Program.   

 

o Director Mack shared hand-outs with the Mayor and Trustees that discussed the organization’s 

mission and program elements.  He stated that the organization is a sponsor of the Federal 

Feeding program and has programs for after school programming for students of all ages 

inclusive of elementary and high school students.   The program is designed to build confidence, 

develop critical thinking, and strengthen artistic and social skills. The program would be of no 

charge to the Village or students.  In the comprehensive program, students would explore a 

variety of media outlets including: 

o Dance 

o Music 

o Drama 

o Mayor Burgess referred follow-up for program implementation to Trustee Carter who would be 

the contact for the Village. 

 

PRESENTATIONS OF ITEMS RECOMMENDED TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA FOR ACTION AT THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED VILLAGE 

BOARD MEETING  

• Mayor Burgess provided justification for the need to develop a Resolution Designating an Authorized 

Agent to the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund.  He would be asking the Board to appoint the Interim 

Finance Director Judith Sutfin to assume the role.   

 

• Mayor Burgess asked that this to be included as an action item on the next Board Agenda. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A woman mentioned an illness noted by a friend who she believes is ill from Sauk Village water. 

 

L. Washington spoke of the hypocrisy noted by the Board where there was no response to her request to host 

a play and its unwillingness to participate in the Book Bag distribution.  She spoke on the Face Book comments 

and stated that it continues to be negative. 

 

J. Cast asked about Operational Transfers and if the practice was being used; the furniture in the Police 

Department. She asked if a fundraiser was needed.  She stated that FOIAs are rampant as questions are not 

answered.  Responses have been referred to the State’s Attorney. 

 

M. Escobedo spoke on social media. And advised that she continue to speak on it weekly.  She issued a threat 

to Mayor Burgess regarding actions taken during his campaign. 

 

o Mayor Burgess Responses to Comments: 

o He responded to Operational Transfers previously and stated that funds are taken from individual 

department accounts and placed in the General Fund to pay bills pertaining to that department.  

Department do not have separate bank accounts to pay bills.  

o Furniture for the Police Department had been approved, however he cannot force the issue.  

o FOIAs are responded accordingly, but1099 documents cannot be shared as it is and invasion of 

privacy.   
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General Comments from Mayor & Trustees 

 

 Trustee Brewer: 

o Requested details for TIFS 2 and TIF3 and detailed ledgers on water, sewer and utility funds. 

o Asked for greater clarification for Operational Transfers and that Trustees were told that the 

funds were not to be paid back.  Attorney Odelson and Sterk did not respond to the written 

report.    

o Social Media has been discussed by too many individuals, so conversation should result in a 

solution 

 Trustee Grant: 

o Thanked the Clerk for presenting information on the Arts 4 Students program with hopes that it 

can be implemented. 

 Trustee Todd: 

o Reported that she had not received a response to a couple of e-mails sent to HR and that her 

expectation is that they be answered. 

o Answering the phone at Village Hall and responses to those leaving a message requires 

adjustments.  She stated conducting customer service is a process that must be assured to 

residents and businesses.  Voice messages should not state “Village of Sauk.”  She stated that she 

witnessed that the phones not being answered and/or the need to review the time for building 

permits as it is not consistent with what is posted.  She asked what staff hours are as their times 

could be staggered to insure ongoing coverage.  Mayor Burgess asked to meet with Trustee Todd 

the next day. 

 

• Mayor Burgess: 

o Announced the Veterans’ Day program planned for November 11th at 11:00 a.m. 

o Announced that the Christmas Parade, Tree Lighting Ceremony and social would be Saturday 

12/1. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Having completed the business of the day, Mayor Burgess called for a motion to adjourn. Trustee Todd 

moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded the motion to adjourn at 9:26 p.m.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

            

/s/Derrick N. Burgess, Mayor 

 

 

/s/Marva Campbell-Pruitt, Village Clerk 
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Journal of Proceedings 
 

Regular Board Meeting 

of  

the Corporate Authorities 

Village of Sauk Village 

 

Sauk Village Municipal Center 

21801 Torrence Avenue  

Sauk Village, Illinois 

 

Tuesday November 13, 2018 

7:30 PM 

 

 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Carter seconded the motion to recess to Executive (Closed) 

Session 7:30 p.m. to discuss litigation and personnel matters. 

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None  

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO 

ORDER: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess called the meeting of the Corporate Authorities to order at 7:30 

p.m. 

 

Pledge of 

Allegiance: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess led the constituency in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees: Brewer, Carter, Grant, Tates, Todd and Zupon 

Absent: None 

Staff 

Present:   

Engineer Jim Czarnik 

Interim Finance Director Judith 

Sutfin  

 

Captain Dennis 

Synowiec 

Director Allen Vavrick 

Director Joseph Wiszowaty    

 

 

Public 

Attendees: 

 

24 
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MOTION TO RECONVENE THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
The Mayor called to reconvene the Regular Board Meeting. 

It was moved by Trustee Zupon and seconded by Trustee Grant to reconvene the Regular Board 

Meeting at 8:27 p.m. 

 

On Roll Call the following were present: 

Ayes: Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Motion Carried 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve Motion to Approve the 

Journal of Proceedings for the Committee of the Whole Meeting of July 17, 2018.  

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Tates 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

Trustee Carter moved, and Trustee Zupon seconded a Motion to Approve Journal of Proceedings 

for the Board Meeting of October 23, 2018. 

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter 

Nays: Tates 

Abstain:  Trustees Todd, Zupon 

Motion carried 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

L. Washington expressed concern with the removal, timing and continued pay of Police Chief Kowalski; 

social media and comments of Dir. Wiszowaty 

 

J. Cast asked for a forensic audit; spoke of improper Village name on the phone message system; asked 

about Operational Transfers; Accounts Payable and payment to Dr. Straughter; and communication 

between the Mayor and Police Chief. 

 

Gerald ? commented on his water bill and how it continues to increase. 

 

N. Griffin asked about the process of changing rules that have been in place for years and commented 

on the water, sewerage and garbage bills.   
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C.  Boetcher asked the Village to clean a neighboring abandoned home that is littered with debris, why 

the Police Chief, Sherry and Mohan fired; the number of random shootings in the neighborhoods 

 

H. Parker.  Asked that the process of Mayor’s response be changed; and asked the SVI Facebook page be 

taken down. 

 

D. Williams spoke on the Sauk Talk and asked where articles from the Clerk and Trustees were, she 

thought it was a political piece; asked why official website had not been updated and volunteered to 

serve on the committee;  she read past minutes referencing a former Mayor disregarding the Trustees, 

and that the occurrences is happening now;  she read a memo from a former Trustee with concerns of 

the Mayor’s mode of operation towards hiring; and thanked the Mayor for the public hearing  

 

R. Eastman commented on the police staffing and asked when the Village will hire additional officers. 

 

M. Escobedo spoke on social media and the ordinance relative to misuse of it by Dir. Wiszowaty. 

 

P. Couch asked how many fire hydrants were not working in the village and the concern for Bud’s calls 

for assistance. 

 

T. Johns asked for greater assistance for police involvement with the drugs, shooting and thefts on 

Carroll. 

 

Mayor’s responses: 

 

o The Police Chief  was not terminated on Friday. 

 

o The Sauk Talk will be distributed quarterly and placed on the web site.  Those interested in 

placing an item may do so. 

 

o Will provide a copy of the working hydrants and the report could be retrieved the next day. 

 

o A forensic Audit is $60-$70,000.00 if Trustees deem it necessary, they could do so. 

 

o Apologized about the phoneline. 

 

o The Village does not  provide bills for garbage pick -up only. 

 

o Attempted to explain operational transfer during the Hearing.   

 

o A new police officer position will be in the next budget. 

 

 

 

 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS  
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Mayor’s Report - Mayor Derrick Burgess: 

• Asked for a motion to appoint a New Police Chief, Malcom White 

Trustee Carter moved, and Trustee Zupon seconded the motion to appoint Malcom 

White as Police Chief. 

 

Comment(s) 

Trustee Todd stated that she had an issue with Trustees not being advised of the 

termination and new hire.  She asked White not to take her vote personal. 

 

• On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Todd 

Abstain:  Trustee Brewer 

Motion carried 

 

Police Chief was duly sworn into office by Village Clerk, Marva Campbell-Pruitt. 

 

• Mayor Burgess read a Proclamation Commending School Board Members of the four 

school districts serving students residing in Sauk Village and proclaimed November 15, 

2018 School Board Members’ Day.  He acknowledged those in attendance, CCSD #168 

members, President Jones, Secretary Sene’ Garrett and members Sharon Davenport and 

Marva Campbell-Pruitt. 

 

• Mayor Burgess read a letter announcing the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 

presented to Judith Sutfin.  The actual award would be presented publicly at the time of 

receipt. 
 

Village Clerk – Ms. Marva Campbell-Pruitt read a lengthy report that will be included in the certified 

minutes. 

 

Village Engineer – Mr. Jim Czarnik read a report updating construction activities that will be included in 

the certified minutes. 

 

 Comments 

 Trustee Brewer asked about an update on the Oslad Grant and if we could expect funds back f

 from Robinson Engineering? 

 

 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS 
Finance & Administration –  Interim Director Judith Sutfin reported on the funds transferred to 

Amalgamated bank to pay bonds in accordance to schedule, and informed that it would be the 

final payment.  All obligations were expected to be paid on time.  She informed that revenue 

had slowed down and would notify department heads of the need to slow down expenditures. 
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Fire Captain Synowiec read and provided a written report that listed the activities and statistics 

that occurred over the last two weeks. The report will be filed with the certified minutes. 

 

Police Chief White had no report.  He acknowledged those from Illinois Chief Association, Noble 

and the South Suburban Police Force who were in attendance. 

 

EMA Director Vavrik provided a timeline and stats from activities conducted. 

 

Public Works- Mayor read into record a written report that will be attached to the certified 

minutes.   

 

Economic Development -  Director Joseph Wiszowaty read a report to be filed with the certified 

minutes.   

Trustee Brewer commented that CN or WinPak would not contribute funds the road 

spurs? 

 

REPORTS OF TRUSTEES, STANDING COMMITTEES AND COMMENTS 
a) Public Services Committee - Trustee Bernice Brewer had no committee report. 

Comments:  

o Requested information relating to public services.  Robinson Engineering has the 

information and she should have access. 

o Interim Financial Director has not responded and can’t get the information requested 

o Mayor Burgess insists that information had been provided from staff or through a FOIA.  

There are copies of all information provided. 

 

b) Budget & Finance Committee- Trustee Rodrick R. Grant Congratulated Chief White and Judith 

Sutfin.  He referenced the Acceptable Usage Policy and addressed Trustee Brewer questioning of 

the fire wall.  He announced the next meeting. 

 

c) Housing and Intergovernmental Relations Committee – Trustee Cecil Tates had no report. 

 

 

d) Ordinance Review Committee - Trustee Linda L. Todd announced the committee’s next meeting. 

Requested a meeting with the Mayor. 

 

e) Public Safety Committee – Trustee Beth Zupon Would likely not have a meeting with the Police 

Chief to provide him a chance to work with employees.  

 

Comments:   

o Thanked the planners for the Veteran’s Day Event; stated that Trustee Carter was a 

great emcee; mentioned Mr. Farrow and the joy of talking with him. 

 

f) Community Outreach - Trustee Ronald P. Carter III.  Mayor stated that he would need to get the 

proper header to Trustee Todd.  Trustee Carter had no report. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 
g) Senior Advisory Council – Chairman, Emmett Farmer provided a written report that will be filed 

with certified minutes. 

 

NEW BUSINESS   

a. Trustee Carter moved, and Trustee Zupon seconded a Motion to Approve All Accounts Payable and 

Disbursements Dated 11/13/2018 in the amount of $484,465.96. 

Comments: 

Trustee Brewer asked to have the invoices for Dr. Straughter, Atty Lapp and Judith Sutfin 

separated from Accounts Payable, as they were not brought before the Board for approval. 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Absent:  None 

Trustee Brewer did not vote 

Motion carried 

 

b. Trustee Carter moved and Trustee Zupon seconded a Motion to Approve a Service Agreement with 

Simplified Online Communication System. 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

c. Trustee Zupon moved and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve an Ordinance Amending 

Article Vi (Alarm Systems) of Chapter 22 (Emergency Management and Services) of the Municipal 

Code of the Village of Sauk Village. 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

d. Trustee Todd asked to table the vote on an Ordinance Amending Section 14-24 (Property 

Maintenance Code Adopted) of Division 1 (Generally) of Article Ii (Building and Technical Codes) Of 

Chapter 14 (Buildings and Building Regulations) of the Municipal Code of the Village of Sauk Village. 
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e. Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve a Resolution Approving an 

Intergovernmental Agreement between the County of Cook and Village of Sauk Village for the 2018 

Invest in Cook Grant 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

f. Trustee Zupon moved and Trustee Carter seconded A Motion to Approve the Document & Criteria 

for a Request for Qualifications for a Phase 1 Engineering Study- pursuant to the 2018 Invest in Cook 

Grant 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

g. Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve the Sauk Village 

Acceptable Usage Policy 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

Mayor stated that he appreciated Sen. Sims and all the veterans who came out for the Veterans’ Day 

event.  The food was paid for through private funds and thanked them.   

Adjournment 
Having completed the business of the day, Trustee Carter moved and Trustee Zupon seconded the 

motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:06.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

        _____________________________ 

        Mayor Derrick N. Burgess 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Village Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 
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Journal of Proceedings 

Regular Board Meeting 

of  

the Corporate Authorities 

Village of Sauk Village 

 

SAUK VILLAGE MUNICIPAL CENTER 

21801 TORRENCE AVENUE, SAUK VILLAGE, ILLINOIS 

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 

7:00 PM 

CALL TO 

ORDER: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess called the meeting of the Corporate Authorities to order at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Pledge of 

Allegiance: 

Mayor Derrick Burgess led the constituency in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Trustees: Brewer, Carter, Grant, and Tates, Todd, Zupon 

 

Staff 

Present:   

 

 

 

Others in 

Attendance: 

Engineer Jim Czarnik 

Captain Dennis Synowiec 

 

 

Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

 

Director Joe Wiszowaty 

Director Kevin Weller 

 

Public 

Attendees: 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
a. Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a motion to Approve the Journal of 

Proceedings for the Special Committee Meeting of August 6, 2018 with two amendments: the 

cost of the increase for the phone system and the meeting end time for 9:14.   

 

Comments: 

o Clerk Campbell-Pruitt stated that the amount listed for the phone company was 

correct. 

o Brewer stated that the Mayor’s comments written were incomplete as there were 

not response to all the public comments.  Mayor Burgess stated that he does not 

respond to all comments. 
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On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Tates 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

b. Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Brewer seconded the Motion to Approve the Journal of 

Proceedings for the Committee Meeting of November 6, 2018 with the following amendments: 

motion to reconvene time should be clarified; Sentence dropped off and the need to add, “the next 

Board meeting”; no name mentioned for a commenter; TIFs 2 & 3; and the time meeting ended. 

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Tates 

Absent:  None 

Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

• C. Pondexter provided recognition to Kevin Weller and Public Works 

• M. Escobedo spoke on Social Media 

• J. Cast stated FOIA requests could be done electronically and are not costly; why others 

are responding instead of the Mayor; process for staff receiving and sharing requests 

and Inefficient staff at the front office 

• C. Bullock advised that her leaves had not removed 

• L. Washington spoke to the broken lights and garbage throughout the Village 

• H. Parker spoke on the Tax Levy, branches and tree removal and consideration for how 

Mayor responds to comments 

• D. Williams questioned Dr. Straughter’s invoices and police negotiations on each invoice 

• P. Couch spoke to wild dogs running freely, need for a dog catcher and a business 

operating in a residential home/driveway 

 

Mayor’s Response(s): 

• Appreciated the acknowledgement to Director Weller 

• FOIA requests have been moved to a staff who has taken the class 

• Will review FOIAs submitted electronically.  It is time consuming to scan. 

• Will address front office staff being disrespectful 

• Leaf Program is over but will address the issue.  If leaves were not out, it is the 

homeowners’ responsibility. 

• The Tax Levy will be addressed at the time of the vote.  There are no new taxes, there 

will be cuts. 
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• Law suits and grievances are on-going.  The hours submitted are for ten hours a week, 

not a day.  Mentioned the amount of Atty fees, the Village is not spending as much as in 

the past. 

• Will speak to the Chief about the dog issue 

• The business in residential areas have been addressed 

 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS  

• Mayor’s Report - Mayor Derrick Burgess reported: 

o One response was received from Robinson Engineers for the RFQ for the 

contract for the Rail Spur and its required study.  The engineering work would be 

paid through a grant.  

o Discussed the Round Table discussion with the Federal Director of Homeland 

Security held at Grace UCC and planned by Congresswoman Robin Kelly.  The 

Village was informed that our radios required updating----it is an unfunded 

mandate.  The Mayor requested assistance. 

 

• Village Clerk – Ms. Marva Campbell-Pruitt 

o Shared the flyer and information for Holiday Cheer; Strack and Van Til donated 

fifty bags of non-perishable goods.  She thanked Director Wiszowaty for making 

the pickup. 

o Spoke to minutes and the unreadiness with approval of minutes.  She advised 

that minutes are a summary of the business of the Village, minutes would not be 

verbatim, and that she would likely repeat this information again. 

o Spoke to the resolution for the meeting dates for 2019, ordinances and 

resolutions are all drafts until they are certified. 

 

• Village Engineer – Mr. Jim Czarnik spoke on the culvert road reconstruction program. 

o Trustee Brewer asked what the culvert repair program was and was told. 

• Treasurer – Anthony Finch – Not Present. 

 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS  

 
• Finance & Administration – Interim Finance Director Judy Sutfin – Not Present 

• Fire Department – Captain Synowiec provided the report for the Fire Department that will be 

filed with the certified minutes. 

• Police Department - Mayor Burgess the report.  He read the calls for service and arrests made 

during the past two weeks.  He announced the participants that attended the Round Table 

mentioned previously in the Mayor’s report. 

• Emergency Management Agency – Allen Vavrik – Not Present 

• Public Works – Director Kevin Weller provided a report updating repairs and activities performed 

within the last two weeks that will be filed with the certified minutes.   

o Trustee Zupon stated that her leaves had not been picked up. 
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o Trustee Brewer commended Public Works for the outstanding job on repairing the 

water main break. 
 

• Economic Development -  Director Joseph Wiszowaty discussed ordinances that would be voted 

upon later during the meeting. 

o Trustee Brewer asked if there had been improvements made to the property requesting 

a renewal of a Class 8 Property Tax Incentive and asked for documentation. 

o Clerk Campbell Pruitt requested a written report. 

 

REPORTS OF TRUSTEES, STANDING COMMITTEES AND COMMENTS 
• Public Services Committee - Trustee Bernice Brewer again thanked Director Weller for the Water 

Main Break repairs.   

o Comment:  

o She questioned the $700,000.00 in taxes for the property at 21751 Jason 

Rasmussen.  

o Reiterated that Dr. Straughter, Lapp Group and Sutfin had not been approved by 

the Board. 

• Budget & Finance Committee- Trustee Rodrick R. Grant had no report. 

 

• Housing and Intergovernmental Relations Committee - Trustee Cecial Tates had no report. 

 

• Ordinance Review Committee - Trustee Linda L. Todd reported that the committee met in early 

December and they are working on 10-50 Billing and may need a special meeting or it to be on the 

agenda the following week. 

o Comments: 

i. Community Outreach is not a standing committee, should not be listed as 

such and should go before the Ordinance Committee if it is to be a standing 

committee. 

ii. Suggested that meetings should be decreased to twice a month as it would 

save money and provide Trustees time to digest information. 

iii. Asked for a response from HR regarding background checks, fingerprinting 

and the company providing the report prior to her submitting a FOIA request. 

iv. The issue with the checks was not communicated to employees, had the clerk 

not provided Trustees information, she would not have known.  Asked if the 

Village would reimburse if employees were impacted?  

v. Mayor mentioned that he was sure that everyone received payroll.  He was 

told that department heads would provide the information.  The issue would 

be rectified by the next payroll.  

  

• Public Safety Committee – Trustee Beth Zupon reported that she and the Police Chief or his 

representative would meet monthly in 2019. 

o Comments: 

o Boxes are at the doors to collect bags for benches.  She asked that bags be 

brought in to add to the box. 

 



5 | P a g e  

 

o Community Outreach – Trustee Ronald P. Carter had no report.  Mayor Burgess stated 

that the two must talk to take care of the need for a new ordinance to address the 

committee’s name. 

 

 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 
• Senior Advisory Council – Chairman, Emmett Farmer provided a report to be filed with the 

certified minutes. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
An Ordinance Amending Section 14-24 (Property Maintenance Code Adopted) of Division 1 (Generally) 

of Article Ii (Building and Technical Codes) Of Chapter 14 (Buildings and Building Regulations) of the 

Municipal Code of the Village of Sauk Village.  Trustee Zupon moved, seconded by Trustee Carter.  

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer, Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  None 

Motion Carried 

 

NEW BUSINESS   
a. Trustee Carter moved, and Trustee Grant seconded a Motion to Approve Accounts Payable and 

Disbursements Dated 12/11/2018 in the amount of $363.44.02.   

Comments 

o Trustee Todd stated that it was unacceptable that the report was received that day.  

Mayor apologized and stated that going forth the reports would be ready on Friday. 

o Trustee Brewer wanted assurance that employees would be paid on a timely basis and 

stated that there are people on the report not approved by the Board. 

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Zupon 

Nays: Trustees Brewer, Todd 

Absent:  None 

Motion Carried 

  

 

b. Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a motion to approve An Ordinance 

Amending Article III (Storm water Management) of Chapter 26 (Environment) of the Municipal Code of 

the Village of Sauk Village (Floodplain).    

 

Comment: 

o Trustee Brewer stated that they were promised a clean copy of the ordinance.  It was not 

changed, and it was unaccepted, Trustee Zupon agreed. 
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On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Brewer  

Absent:  None 

Motion Carried 

 

c. Trustee Grant moved, and Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to approve An Ordinance for the Levy 

and Assessment of Taxes for 2018 for the Village of Sauk Village Counties of Cook and Will Illinois.  

   

Comments: 

o Mayor Burgess explained that the proposed levy is a decrease in property taxes for the 

municipality.  It would be a 21.8% decrease from the previous year with a savings 

between $82.00 and $400.00 depending on residents’ current taxes. 

o Trustee Brewer asked what the taxes were the previous year.  The Mayor provided the 

information and where it was in the document. 

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Abstain:  Trustee Brewer 

Motion Carried 

 

d. Trustee Zupon moved, Trustee Carter seconded a Motion to Approve A Resolution Requesting the 

Cook County Clerk to Apply an Elevated Loss and Cost Factor to the 2018 Tax Levy the Village of Sauk 

Village Cook and Will Counties, Illinois.  

 

Comment:  Mayor Burgess explain that each time the Village levies, the County takes 10% of the 

amount.  The Village requested full payment.   

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Brewer Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: None 

Abstain:  None 

Motion Carried 

 

 

e. Trustee Grant moved and Trustee Zupon seconded a Motion to Approve A Resolution of the Village 

of Sauk Village, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois Authorizing the Renewal of a Class 8 Property Tax 

Incentive for the Property Commonly Known as 21751 Jason Rasmussen Drive Sauk Village, Illinois 

PIN #32-26-201-011-0000 and PIN #32-26-103-001-0000.   

 

On Roll Call the following voted:   

Ayes: Trustees Grant, Carter, Tates, Todd, Zupon 

Nays: Trustee Brewer 

Abstain:  None 
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Motion Carried 

 

f. A Resolution to Establish the 2019 Dates and Times of Official Meetings of the Sauk Village 

Corporate Authorities.  Mayor Burgess asked to table the vote and it was sent back to committee. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Having completed the business of the day, Trustee Zupon moved, and Trustee Carter seconded the 

motion to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  All were in favor. 

 

 

 

         

        /s/Mayor Derrick N. Burgess 

 

 

 

 

/s/Village Clerk Marva Campbell-Pruitt 
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